
Leagueline
3Q.2012  www.alnnj.org

The Quarterly Newsletter for the Architects League of Northern New Jersey

3Q

Leagueline takes a look at perspectives  

on the profession from a cross section  

of the member demographic...

v
a

n
i
s

h
i
n

g
 
p

o
i
n

t

v
a

n
i
s

h
i
n

g
 
p

o
i
n

t



2   Leagueline 3Q 2012  The Quarterly Newsletter of the Architects League of Northern New Jersey  

President’s Column

the architects league 
of northern new jersey

Steven B. LazaruS, aIa
president

r. terry DurDen, aIa
president-elect

ruth a. BuSSacco, aIa
first vice president

PauL S. Bryan, aIa
secretary

Bryan PennIngton, aIa
treasurer

Ben P. Lee, aIa
past president

trustees  2012

Stacey ruhLe KLIeSch, aIa
rIcharD BettInI, aSSoc., aIa
toDD hauSe, aIa
rIcharD BaSta, aIa

trustees  2013

anthony IovIno, aIa
Fay W. Logan, aIa
Kenneth P. MIhaLIK, aIa
raLPh roSenBerg, aIa 

trustees  2014

Joyce raSPa, eSq., aIa
KIM v. vIerheILIg, aIa
anDreW  MIKhaeL, aIa
JennIFer carSon, aSSoc. aIa 

 

 

Leagueline is also available online:
www.alnnj.org

newsletter committee

anthony IovIno, aIa
director / editor

aiovino@aiarchs.com 

Fay WILLIaM Logan, aIa
director / editor

flogan@sns-arch-eng.com 

Joyce raSPa, aIa, esq.
director / editor

joyceraspagore@yahoo.com 

PauL S. Bryan, aIa
director / editor / advertising coordinator 
pb@lan-nj.com

anDreW MIKhaeL, aIa
contributing editor

am@andrewmikhael.com 

D. Bruce zahor
zahor DeSIgn oFFIce Inc.
graphic design & project management

www.zahordesign.com

Design Connects 
was the theme for 
this year’s AIA 2012 
National Convention 
and Design Exposi-
tion in Washington, 

D.C.  Next year’s AIA 2013 Convention will 
be in Denver, Colorado on June 20-22.  I 
recommend everyone attend especially if you  
have never been to a national convention.

The AIA 2012 National Convention looked 
to the architect’s role in the past, present, 
and future.  Among the speakers in the 
general sessions was a recipient of two 
Pulitzer Prizes, David McCullough, who 
spoke on Thursday. Secretary for Housing 
and Urban Development, Shaun Donovan, 
spoke on Friday and on Saturday a Special 
Ceremony took place with Architects of 
Healing. 

“In the aftermath of the horrific tragedy  
of September 11, many stepped forward 
to help bring meaning to the incomprehen- 
sible and solace to a nation united in grief”. 

AIA president Jeffery Potter presented 
specially-cast medallions commending 
those architects for their contributions 
to our national healing. Those honored 
were Daniel Libeskind and Michael Arad 
(designed the 9/11 Memorial at the World 
Trade Center site), Steven Davis (designed 
the National September 11 Memorial 
Museum at the World Trade Center), 
David Childs (designed One World Trade 
Center), Craig Edward Dykers (National 
September 11 Memorial Museum Pavilion 
at the World Trade Center), Santiago  
Calatrava (designed the World Trade  
Center Transportation Hub), and Robert  
Davidson (Chief Architect for Port Authority  
of NY & NJ who was responsible for 
the development of the Transportation 
Master Plan for the permanent WTC Path 
Intermodal Terminal and the temporary 
WTC Path Intermodal Station).

On Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and 
Saturday continuing education seminars 
took place from 7am to 10pm with 
show-floor education, educational tours, 
guest tours and networking and business 
events. Even the architectural schools had 
receptions for their alumni. Whatever your 
interest there was a seminar for you.

The AIA National had elections for  
Secretary (Fred Butters, Richard Deyoung), 
Vice President, (Donald Brown, Susan 
Chin, and Thomas V. Vonier) First Vice 
President (Helene Combs Dreiling, Peter 
G. Kuttner). The winners were Richard 
Deyoung Secretary, Donald Brown and 
Susan Chin Vice President, and Helene 
Combs First Vice President.   

Steven Holl was awarded the AIA  
Gold Medal.

As you can tell it was an education 
packed four days. All required credits for 
licensing were achieved during this time 
period. Architects from around the nation 
were in attendance and we in our league 
should feel proud because after speaking 
with architects from around the country 
our chapter is leaps and bounds ahead of  
many chapters. We have monthly meetings, 
speakers, quarterly newsletter, and a golf 
outing. Not many chapters do this and 
they are lucky if they meet or have enough 
people to attend.

So please come, participate in your 
League. We need your participation and 
want to hear from you. 

Look forward to seeing everyone at our 
upcoming events. 

steven B. lazarus, AiA 
ALNNJ President 2012

Did you know that approximately only 1/10th of your AIA dues goes to  
the League? Yet, the League provides the majority of your communication  
and interaction with other architects. To get the most out of your dues  
money, attend a League event and get involved.

Leagueline
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From the editor:

PersPectives
When I first became licensed I was working in Manhattan for a large firm but knew that I would eventually start  
my own practice. I knew I needed to network with and have support from my peers in the profession. That’s when  
I decided to join the AIA and the League. 

As a new member I felt a bit isolated at the initial meetings I attended. I only knew a few people and one of them was 
Robert Zaccone who I knew from Pratt. He suggested joining the board as a trustee and becoming more involved.  
This if I recall correctly was way back in 1991.  In some capacity I have been involved ever since.

As I became familiar with the range of members who attended the meetings I was able to learn so much about our  
profession by their experiences. Those business issues that they don’t necessarily teach you in college are learned 
through your experience at work and through professional organizations such as the AIA. I continue to learn about our 
profession through my interaction with other League members and am happy to help those new to the field. Clearly,  
the benefit of joining the AIA is maximized by participating at the local level.   

With this issue of the Leagueline we decided to take a look at perspectives on the profession from a cross section of 
the member demographic. We reached out to students, interns, those who are recently licensed, those not so recently 
licensed, and those retired. Joyce Raspa, AIA, who is also an attorney, has written about those who have studied  
architecture but have taken career paths that are tangential to the architectural profession.

We all have something to learn from each other.  
Come to a League event and get to know others who have been through all that you have or are about to, from college, 
first job, licensure, economic challenges, and running a company…it’s all here.

We hope that these perspectives help you see where we have been and what is ahead in the field of architecture.

Anthony Iovino, AIA 
Editor, 3Q - 2012 Leagueline

Al Zaccone, AIA :

My perception of today’s profession is that it has gone global and continues to be  
fractioned with non- professionals taking bits and pieces of our services. It has opened 
to a wider demographic and broadened its base to many more components of the  
profession than the traditional office practice. The projects you worked on rarely reached  
beyond a regional base. It is more critical for today’s professional to remain on the cutting  
edge of technology to produce contract documents.  Also, liability is still a key issue for 
the architect. He remains the prime target for the success of the project while being  
low on the project’s profitability scale.

Overall, I view the profession as staying strong, though I sense there is less interest 
in the traditional practice. Maybe it’s the lack of availability in jobs. Maybe employers 
don’t have the interest in hiring someone to train for a number of years toward  
licensure. Maybe interns have such a diverse field to study its difficult to accept  
being “pigeon-holed”.

I am proud of providing services through design that can have a positive impact of my 
clients’ lives. It has been particularly satisfying to provide the design and assist in the 
construction of several projects that helped parents of severely handicapped children.  
I enjoy the one on one contact and service to them. 

My advice to students and interns - keep learning. 

You have a gift.  Your education has given you an opportunity to be a positive influence 
on our global society. When people talk “going green”, it was part of the architect’s 
standard before others used it as a catch phrase. You are what others want to be. 
 

Enrico Patucci, Student: 

My inspiration for the desire 
to study architecture derives 
from my appreciation of 
houses and how they can  
affect a family’s way of living. 
I perceive today’s profession as a very 
documentation and labor heavy environ-
ment, with designers off to the side 
developing ideas on what the final project 
should look like. I hope to be one of those 
designers so I may create plans and plots 
to further the future of housing design.  
I do believe through innovative ideas put 
into a housing plan, I can have a positive 
effect on the lives of families of future 
generations.

Ralph Rosenberg, AIA:

Today’s design profession is becoming 
more and more dependent on marketing  
and salesmanship. The frequency of 
competitive interviews for the larger 
projects with firms out of the state and 
region has dramatically increased. I find 
the local advantage no longer applies and 
the bar is still rising for what is expected 
to show in order to be recognized as  
“The Winning Firm “. 

I have done a lot of projects over the past 
28 years and I want to believe I left all of 
my clients happy. But I know there must 
have been a few that got away. Recently  
I went back to a small Science Annex for 
a private school we just completed. 

I walked through during the 
middle of the day with the 
Head Master and one of the 
science teachers left her class 
to find me and say thank you. 
It was a good day.
I would encourage interns and young  
architects to recognize that the end 
product of their efforts is not the set of 
drawings. It is only a means of communi-
cating and directing others to understand 
a design and construction process. Take 
ownership of the ink on paper and things 
will start to look a lot clearer.

There are

104,301
licensed architects 
in the United States
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Jesse Liaw, 2nd Year Undergraduate Student:

Studying architecture was never a part of my plan, but I had no direction at the end of 
high school and decided to explore the creativity in me. Now there is no turning back. 
With just two years of studying architecture, I have come to some realizations. More 
than just designing bigger, technologically-advanced buildings, we as architects have 
the potential to shape the world. Prehistoric humans, arguably the first architects, found 
shelter to protect themselves from the elements, wildlife, intruders, etc. What then is 
the architect’s responsibility when the threats to society become as daunting as global 
warming, overpopulation, and poverty? 

There is no problem too great or small that an  
architect should not be a part of the solution. 
It is our job to be perceptive of existing conditions and then innovatively, intelligently 
devise a plan for change. This is why I will continue studying architecture and why I  
cannot see myself in another field. My hope is to be an architect whose designs  
positively affect people beyond the walls of my buildings, to have a lasting impact  
on society even at the smallest scale. 

Christina Burke, Student:

Many works and buildings inspired me to go into architecture. I studied art history and 
the short teachings of buildings like Borromini’s San Carlo sparked a sudden interest in 
architecture and various styles. I became obsessed with classical architecture and the 
various cannons by architects who believed in the true proportions for correct buildings. 
Soon I began to understand the different styles of Romanesque, Gothic, and Byzantine 
creations which only made me want to study more. Classical buildings brought me to 
understand the true differences of architecture and how it develops over time. Now we 
see these tall sky scrapers that tower over the average homes and small buildings today. 
The change of elevation was so interesting, how people decided to build up rather than 
out. As a child I was able to visit New York City every week, and seeing the changes 
between the silver sky scrapers and the downtown brownstone apartments, I was 
surrounded by architecture that defined the area. I would spend my summers in Spring 
Lake, and I grew a love for the styles of the shores. The open homes and shore inspired 
décor, architecture always captured my eye. I decided to buy a book on architecture,  
and I took it everywhere when I revisited those sites recently. Being able to define the 
styles and which architect focuses on the style made me love it even more. My direct 
inspiration of architecture just came from my luckily diverse surroundings and the  
ability to see how styles change and define areas.

I believe today’s profession is very rigorous, but rewarding. Although it’s definitely a lot 
of work to create, design, and develop a space, it is also very eventful and fulfilling. My 
father’s good friend owns an architecture firm in Jersey City, New Jersey, and I would 
sometimes join my father in visits to see the office and their current projects. The office 
seemed busy, but all the architects and designers were very bright and well educated 
and able to create some of the most magnificent works I have ever seen.

My hopes for the future in this career is that I hope I will have the opportunity to be a 
part of creating a living space that respects old styles, but has something new to it that 
makes it stand out. Having the ability to create a building or home or anything in general 
is a big hope I have, but being able to create something that sparks the inspiration of 
others like the buildings I have seen would be amazing.

I do believe that you can have a positive impact on peoples’ 
lives through architecture.
Architects create the cities and suburbs people live in. They create a livable area that 
compliments the surroundings and respects the inhabitants. All lives depend on shelter; 
architects give that, and make it look good. 

John Gilchrist, AIA:

My perception of the profession now is the same as what my dad told me 35 years ago: “It’s a great profession, but a tough business.” The basis of running a business is  
planning for the future, and it is still very difficult to predict what your workload will be beyond next week. Projects stop and start at whim, beyond our control. The idea of  
taking control of this aspect by developing your own projects never panned out in my case, nor did the added services idea of design-build.  My business strategy has been  
to find clients with repeat work, such as property managers and builders, and provide them with excellent service at breathtaking speed for reasonable compensation,  
so that they never have a reason to look anywhere else.

I hope and believe that every project I have ever worked on has had an impact on my clients’ or the building users’ lives.  
This is the essence of what we do.  
Can I save the doctor a few steps or make her patient a little less anxious?  How does the priest, rabbi or minister relate to his congregation, and vice versa? Is there a  
convenient place to hang your coat when you come home?

For the aspiring architect I would say that clients will expect you to be an expert in every aspect of their building project.  Of course this is impossible. I would recommend  
that you develop skills in the areas of the profession that interest you and that you’re good at, and find mentors, advisors and other professionals that can assist you with  
the stuff you’re less comfortable with.

Joseph Toumanios, Student:

What does it mean to be an architect?  It is not just sitting in front of 
a computer clicking a mouse, rather being an architect means being a 
visionary.  Architects are artists but rather than creating a useless painting 
that covers a wall or a sculpture stands still with no purpose, architects’ 
masterpieces create a skyline.  They define civilization.  Every experience 
that a child will experience throughout their life, every little thing they see 
and think about before they go to bed at night and wake up in the morning, 
every party they have, and every memory in their final hours is inspired and 
altered by the nature of their surroundings.  As an architect, we have the 
ability to make an impression that defines memory and impacts the world.  
From the amount of light to the location of a room, every detail plays a role 
in the development in a household, the productivity of a business, and the 
moral of a school.  As architects we create land, and generate homes.  

Every decision has the potential to change  
the course of someone’s life.  
That is what it means to truly be an architect.

Joe David, AIA:

Despite all of the constant introspection, I still see talented  
architects creating great architecture. In the past ten years, I have 
seen things like BIM and sustainability transform from abstract 
ideas to expected and integral parts of design and construction. 

It is most important to be happy with what  
you do and where you work. 
If you’re unhappy at your current firm then you should try 
somewhere else. If you’re unhappy with architecture, you should 
consider changing professions, or alternately you should consider 
trying to change the profession.

Kenneth H. Karle, AIA, PE, PP, LEED AP 
Licensed 28 years:

The recognition of the architect’s special training and skills has been eroded by the 
emergence of tangential “professions” that take a near-sighted approach to sub-issues 
such as sustainability, interior design, hazardous materials, home inspections, etc.    
All of which, in the last ten years, you can now get “licensed” in.  Although specialists 
are needed, the architect needs to remain a holistic problem solver, providing a blend 
of expertise not available from the sub-disciplines.

Every project we undertake benefits our clients.  Sometimes the benefit is relatively 
mundane – such as improved circulation, aesthetics, and decreased operating costs  
or other similar, but non-dramatic, enhancements.  

But often we profoundly improve our clients’ lives by bringing  
a solution that not only meets their program, but solves issues  
they were not focusing on.  
For instance, one client requested a cafeteria addition to their school, but we were 
able to show them a slightly different solution that not only met the program, but 
solved major access and circulation and sense of entry issues they either gave up on  
or were oblivious to.  

Our design for additions and alterations to a continuing care retirement community 
brought them from a dated and partly vacant facility with sagging income to a modern, 
vibrant community with a waiting list.  This improved the lives and long term security 
of every resident; for many of whom this is their final home.

Acquiring Holistic thinking from a thorough education and varied experience is my 
advice.  Our traditional three dimensional design skills now need to integrate the  
non-dimensional and timeless intangibles of emerging technologies, sustainability,  
and life cycle perspective while still providing commodity, firmness and delight.  

Sole practitioners 
make up

24%
of Architecture 
Firms
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Joseph F. Sarra JR., AIA, PE, njCID:

My perception of today’s profession is 
that among all of the building construc-
tion professionals, architects are the 
ones losing some of their creditability.  
Many clients that I meet believe that all 
architects do is sit behind their computer 
and draw some lines.  This was not the 
perception 20 years ago.  

The two most significant changes to our 
profession in the past 10-20 years that 
I have seen are the economy and what 
services architects are able to provide.  
The economy is always going to have a 
major impact on our profession.  When 
the economy is good, our profession is 
strong, but when the economy is bad, our 
profession struggles.  This is the nature 
of what we do.  Secondly, working for 
an employer who is licensed throughout 
the United States, I am fortunate enough 
to see how the role of the architect is 
changing throughout the country.  More 
and more states are reducing the role of 
the architect and the services they can 
provide under their license and mandating 
other professionals to be included in the 
entire process.  I believe this is where 
our profession is losing its creditability 
as architects and what we were trained 
to do.

The key piece of advice that I 
can give to students and interns 
today is to learn as much as they  
can regarding how materials 
work and being able to put that 
knowledge into a good set of 
construction documents.  
Knowing how to design is always good, 
but for young professionals with the 
knowledge of the nuts and bolts of mate-
rials and how they work, will enable them 
to be more diverse.  In today’s economy, 
being diverse will make them more attrac-
tive to future employers.

John Gilchrist, AIA:

My perception of the profession now is the same as what my dad told me 35 years ago: “It’s a great profession, but a tough business.” The basis of running a business is  
planning for the future, and it is still very difficult to predict what your workload will be beyond next week. Projects stop and start at whim, beyond our control. The idea of  
taking control of this aspect by developing your own projects never panned out in my case, nor did the added services idea of design-build.  My business strategy has been  
to find clients with repeat work, such as property managers and builders, and provide them with excellent service at breathtaking speed for reasonable compensation,  
so that they never have a reason to look anywhere else.

I hope and believe that every project I have ever worked on has had an impact on my clients’ or the building users’ lives.  
This is the essence of what we do.  
Can I save the doctor a few steps or make her patient a little less anxious?  How does the priest, rabbi or minister relate to his congregation, and vice versa? Is there a  
convenient place to hang your coat when you come home?

For the aspiring architect I would say that clients will expect you to be an expert in every aspect of their building project.  Of course this is impossible. I would recommend  
that you develop skills in the areas of the profession that interest you and that you’re good at, and find mentors, advisors and other professionals that can assist you with  
the stuff you’re less comfortable with.

Mike Fogarty - Student

When I was little, I always watched my grandfather build remote control airplanes and 
models of gazebos. I was fascinated by the process of building something and see it 
come to life. About three years ago I was given the opportunity to take my high school’s 
Computer Aided-Drafting class, and I fell in love with the computer program. Designing 
it was tough considering I have never made blueprints to a house before, but the process 
of thinking what would the house look like both inside and out was extremely fun. The 
satisfaction I got from seeing my building was and still is unmatched by anything else  
I ever did. 

I think the profession of architecture is one that is prestigious and when earned, is 
extremely satisfying. 

I believe that architecture is a calling. 
Due to the difficulty of the profession, not many people choose to take architecture as a 
major in college. But to those that love it, they are willing to take on those difficulties in 
order to do what they love to do.

My hope for the future of this career is to learn all I can about the profession. I would 
like work for an architecture firm and then open my own.

Nicholas Caravella
Intern, Recent graduate NJIT:

I’ve always had an attraction to the field 
of Architecture. When I began taking 
drafting classes in high school, I started to 
develop an interest in how design affects 
the world around me. Throughout college, 
I began to realize architecture was more  
a way of life than simply a profession. 
Good design to me has never been purely 
about a functioning building rather than 
developing a composition of all building 
elements and spaces. I hope I will have 
the opportunity to complete a Gesamt-
kunstwerk project in my life. It would  
be a great opportunity to complete a 
 project and be able to continue the  
design concept further into its fixtures  
and furnishings.

Richard Basta, AIA 
Senior Licensed Architect (beyond 25 yrs)

Today’s profession is quickly changing, fast paced, and innovative.

The profession is ever more difficult to enter and with automation it is ever more difficult 
to build a knowledge base from an architectural office.  I am afraid we will eventually 
become experts at knowledge manipulation with little expertise in actual construction 
and problem solving. Those who truly understand construction and design will become 
ever more valuable.  

All-in-all architecture is a very rewarding, interesting and satisfying  
profession for anyone interested in the aesthetics, construction and 
design of facilities for human occupancy.  
Architecture will continue to be an important part of society but architects are at risk of 
being overrun by the construction industry.

I believe my practice of architecture has had an impact on people’s lives in two ways.  
First there is the practical result of good functional design.  Few people realize or ac-
knowledge the impact good functional design has on the everyday flow of one’s life.  The 
simple things like entering a building under a canopy in the rain, participating in quiet 
conversation in properly designed acoustical space, arriving at a crowded event and 
comfortably finding your place.  All of these things contribute to the quality of our lives 
in ways that we take for granted but result from good design.

Secondly is the aesthetic contribution. The sense of place. The warm embrace of 
texture, color and scale. The call to attention. The legacy of history. The timelessness of 
classic design. These are the things that enhance our lives and improve our humanity.

My advice to students and interns is to focus on the core elements, ask lots of  
questions, learn about the properties of materials, and understand the legal  
implications. If architecture is your passion, there is a place in it for you.

Matt Fink 
Intern, recent graduate of Pennsylvania State University:

I chose to study architecture as it is a combination of my passions. By utilizing design, 
detailing, and technical aspects, we create much more than a structure but something 
people can interact with and that which evokes certain emotions.

In today’s profession I believe we are constantly taking steps forward whether it is with 
technology, connecting with other professions, or strengthening our own profession. 
I see development especially at my level (graduate level architect) of senior architects 
and their willingness to help me progress.

Personally, I plan on obtaining my license and LEED certification. As for the profession, 
I hope we continue to make leaps and bounds with new technology while the architect 
retains control of the design idea and heads collaboration between other professionals. 

I believe that architecture can definitely impact people’s lives  
in a positive way. 
As society and architecture constantly reflect each other, steps taken in the design world 
are followed by the same steps in the real world and towards a common goal.

Scott F. Lurie, AIA:

My perception comes from that of a 7 person firm owner and years of observations.  My thoughts today are more of where the  
profession needs to go rather than where we are. With much of our profession eroded by other industries I find that our profession 
is at a crossroads to redefine itself.  Part of the issue is that we have caused our own problems with many firms producing a lackluster 
product, poorly detailed and lacking critical information such that when the documents get to construction, the architect looks ill 
equipped to answer the calling.

Too many of us say they cannot garner the fees to allow for more work on a project. 

If we do not value ourselves as a professional and do not value the time we devote at a pro-
fessional rate then the public will view architects only as a necessary evil to obtain permits. 
We are much more than that aren’t we?

I am not saying it is an easy task to stand up to clients and tell them you have five years of college and you are not merely a drafting 
service. I know it is hard to say to yourself or a client “how much is my time really worth if I am to do a complete and thorough project 
from design through construction?”  One rarely wants to say that “in the old days…..” but there is value to learning from history. 
Architects used to be the lead professional on all design issues including laying out site concepts, planning concepts and the general 
construction process.   

So where do we go from here. That is certainly an individual decision. Collectively we can do better by addressing the issues raised 
above. Another way to attack this is for the Architectural schools to provide a better program to prepare the future architectural  
candidates for the business side of architecture. I truly believe if we do not take command of our projects in all aspects, then we  
will become a service designing a building shell while others take control of our work.

There are

80,000
members of the 
American Institute 
of Architects
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Mauro Cappitella, AIA

Reflecting on a career in architecture, many events come to mind relative to highlights, changes in the profession and the economy.  
The days of drafting have given way to the computer and relative software. We have gone through numerous downturns in the 
economy from the oil embargo in the early 70’s, Reaganomics, the early 90’s recession, up to our present situation. Many changes 
have occurred as result of these setbacks. Historically, the profession has rebounded from these situations with vigorous energy, 
reconfigurations of personnel duties, office procedures and contractual methods and development.  Highlighting some of the physical 
changes in the environment and landscape, there are virtually untold buildings, complexes and scenarios designed and developed 
by our own League members as well as numerous other architects. 

The architectural profession is the most noble of all professions because we create physical  
features and conditions that did not exist before.
The satisfaction we feel is not only a result of what we have created but the gratitude of the general public that appreciates and lives 
in the environment we have designed and developed. So, we architects merit the gratitude of the general public and other design 
professions for a job well done. Let us keep that in mind as we will always progress through good times and bad.

Richard Bettini, Associate AIA 
CAD Drafting Instructor, West Essex Regional HS, North Caldwell, NJ 

I was so inspired by my Studio instructors during my undergraduate architecture studies at Pratt that I thought someday I would  
like to pursue a similar career.

Upon completing my Masters in Architectural Design, I was immediately hired by CRS (Caudill, Rowlett and Scott), a large Texas 
based architectural firm. It was there that I began my architectural career, within the confines of a large firm. Luckily for me it was  
in the capacity as a designer. This meant that as a member of a “design squatter team”, I would be sent out to various clients around 
the country to “confer” with clients to come up with a suitable design program for a future project.  

However, as time passed on I soon became disenchanted with the corporate design world and began searching for a teaching  
position. A position opened up in Southern California at California State University at Long Beach.  After two years I moved back to 
teach full time at CUNY in their Department of Architectural Technology.  Now, I am a full time AutoCAD Drafting instructor in a large 
North Jersey high school. I teach three levels or years of CAD culminating with Revit as our upper level class. It is within this upper 
level that I am can really influence students the most. Each and every year my students and I do national architectural competitions 
and invariably always place in the top tiers.

I am truly blessed with the fact that I can get students involved and enjoy exposing 
them to the exciting world of Architecture.

Malka van Bemmelen, AIA, LEED AP+BC, naCPHC 
Licensed Architect 22 years 

An increased understanding of building science has helped architects build smarter 
and more energy efficiently. Building with a tighter air barrier, new insulation materials 
with higher R-values, better windows, minimizing thermal bridges, understanding how 
moisture, heat and cold flow through building components (walls, slabs, roofs) –  
all help architects build smarter and can significantly lower a building’s energy  
consumption – even before renewable energy sources are considered. 

Students and interns would be wise to learn more about  
building science. 
They can start by going to www.buildingscience.com and to  
www.greenbuildingadvisor.com.

Roma Shah, Student

When I was a freshman I took CAD for the first time. After a few days in the class  
I realized how much I enjoyed it and the idea of designing something new. Once we 
started designing houses I knew I wanted to become an architect. The summer after  
my sophomore year I interned at an architecture firm with my uncle for three weeks. 

After my experience in the architecture firm, I knew for sure  
that I wanted to study architecture in college.
I continued taking CAD and continued to understand concepts of design. The summer 
after my junior year I attended the Rhode Island School of Design’s pre college program 
for six weeks. There I learned design and how to incorporate art into architecture. Those 
six weeks also gave me college experience. Going into my senior year I knew what my 
future held. I decided to take an Independent Study with Mr. Bettini my senior year 
to continue working on architectural projects. I also applied to many schools and got 
accepted into most of them. In the end I committed to Pratt. Taking CAD my freshman 
year changed my life. I don’t know if I would have decided to choose architecture as my 
career if I hadn’t taken the class.

Saif Haobsh, Student

The ability to create spaces in which 
humans are impacted by in every aspect 
of life is what inspired me to study 
architecture. 

Today’s profession is severely suffering.  
A majority of work is being completed by 
other professions that are less qualified. 
Architects of today need to recapture the 
market and reestablish themselves as 
necessities in building design. 

I hope to be innovative in my 
work and bring revolutionary 
ideas to the field of architecture. 
I believe the more I study the habits, 
needs, desires, and characteristics of 
people, the more of an impact I can have 
on their lives. The more I design for the 
sake of design, the less connection a  
user will have to my spaces. 

Paul S. Bryan, AIA 
Licensed since 1998

Our profession is vital  
to society. 
Unlike other service oriented professions 
that provide a tangible product as an end 
result, architects also provide psycho-
logical and aesthetic comforts to improve 
our world and enrich our lives. The 
public-at-large may not fully understand 
or appreciate the “added value” architects 
bring to the table, so it is incumbent upon 
architectural professionals to strive to 
enlighten society of our true value.

There has been an explosion of computer-
ized rendering and 3-D modeling options 
that I wish I had been exposed to when  
I was in school. I am in awe of what the 
younger generation can do in terms of 
computer-generated presentation graphics 
and renderings, although there is still 
something quite nice about a hand-ren-
dered display board, even if they are few 
and far between nowadays.

Technology rules but continue to develop 
your ability to draw, sketch and paint by 
hand.  It helps strengthen your ability to 
visualize concepts three-dimensionally  
in your mind and fuels creativity. 

Architecture firms 
employ

170,000
people in the 
United States

82%
of all AIA members 
are male
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Custom Precast

DuPont Corian® and Zodiaq®  
For Commercial and Residential Designs! 

Corian® and Zodiaq® are the materials of choice for 
architects and designers for Healthcare, Food Service, 

Hospitality, Schools and of course, Homes. 

1-800-696-8760 
www.dolan-traynor.com 

P.O. Box 628 Farmingdale, New Jersey 07727 • www.ksi-pe.com

P 732.938.2666 F 732.938.2661

•	 Peer Review

•	 Feasibility Studies

•	 Value Engineering

•	 Restoration of  
Existing Structures

•	 Structural Analysis and Design

•	 Condition Assessment Reports

•	 Historical Preservation

•	 Renovations & Additions

•	 MEP Services

26-01-10 KSI AdsV05.indd   6 6/28/10   11:29 AM

Wausau Innovative Designs

Concrete Pavers • Terrazzo Tile • Precast Terrazzo 
Custom Precast Concrete • Metal Site Furnishings 

Concrete Site Furnishings • Plastic Site Furnishings 
Recycled Glass and Recycled Porcelain Products

Duke Grimes • 181 Long Hill Road P-8 • Little Falls, NJ 07424 
PH 973-433-0560 • CELL 215-779-9244 • FAX 732-691-4787    
EMAIL dgrimes@wausautilenj.com • www.wausautile.com

ARCAT AD NJ.indd   1 11/22/11   2:52 PM

74 East 30th Street, Paterson NJ, 07514 
t 973.684.5945 f 973.684.2775

info@acereprographics.com www.acereprographics.com

NewsLeagueline 
Member News & Events
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Alternative Architectural Careers
There are many alternative careers for architects from Urban Planning, Interior Design, 
Teaching, Facilities Management, Construction Management… Here are a few stories 
of architects following alternative career choices:  

Joyce Raspa, AIA, Esq. is an attorney with a legal practice specializing in Construction, Real Estate, Corporate, and Contract Law.  
After graduating from Virginia Polytechnic Institute with a Bachelor of Architecture she worked for seventeen years with the City of 
New York as a design and construction Project Manager. She developed an interest in the law, attended New York Law School and 
was admitted to the NJ and NY Bars. Her training as an architect in contracts and bidding prepared her for law school as architects 
have an instinctual understanding in these areas. In addition, architects have an appreciation for the fundamental principle 
of real estate that every piece of land is unique. 

Joyce Raspa, AIA, Esq., 2010 President of the Architects League

After graduating and having years of hands on construction experience, I worked with 
an architecture firm in their construction administration department. I was told that I 
had more construction experience and knowledge than most of the architects working 
there. After a year I was ready to leap from the last building I had managed, as it did not 
reward me from a technical construction standpoint. I met someone that told me that a 
large oil and gas company was looking for a construction manager for a pipeline project. 
I interviewed and was hired for the position which doubled my salary overnight. A few 
years into that company I was offered an opportunity to grow and moved to a large 
industrial EPCM contractor as a Senior Project Manager. 

I had ten years of fast paced, challenging work with this company. I developed an ability 
to expedite construction schedules routinely, and this made me very successful in the 
management of these projects. After completing two very large projects I was ready 
for the next step up the ladder when I was then approached to go to Russia to build a 
drilling island in the North Caspian Sea. I accepted this challenging assignment and two 
years later we finished this very exciting project. This placed me in Jubale Saudi Arabia 
building a new city for the mining and metals industry. This is a city from the ground up 
including all the infrastructure, support facilities, and numerous industries. 

I feel that I have the best degree because I had an education 
in critical reasoning and analysis that is far beyond any other 
college degree. 
This ability to study and figure out how to solve problems is what has given me my 
career and the edge I have over others in my field. I often am told that is not how we do 
things and I reply you should try thinking outside of the box. It is my architecture studies 
that taught me how to not see things as black, nor white, but many shades of grey. I look 
at my challenges in engineering and construction management, like we looked at design 
charrettes I have the best career, and education that I could have doing what I love to 
do. I build large complicated oil and gas facilities in areas where we have to figure out 
how to house workers, provide utilities, and get the job done. I ask you who better than 
an architect.

R. Jeff Bailey

Since leaving my last position as an associate principal in a large, international corporate  
A/E firm to go work for one of my higher-education clients directly, I have obtained a 
unique skill set as an Architect who is also an Owner. 

What I am most grateful for is learning how a client thinks and  
acts and why certain decisions are made. 
I have also learned firsthand that Architects can play a significant role outside of being 
the design Architect. Being an Owner gives me a deeper understanding of the entire project 
(not only the building but the site and infrastructure as well) working with various stake-
holders throughout the entire process (pre-design to occupancy). This has allowed me 
to establish strong relationships with in-house personnel who operate and maintain the 
buildings and grounds, the students and academic community, financing, budget, legal, 
engineering, architects and other designers, contractors, construction managers, and  
the public at large.  

Many times my experience as an Architect helps me bridge the gap between the design 
professionals we hire and the clients (end-users) we serve. One day in my career I 
hope to take these valuable assets that I have obtained as an Owner and apply them 
to my own Architectural design/build firm using these skills to be more sensitive to the 
Owner-Architect relationship and allow me to continue to become a team-builder and 
developer-minded professional who is able to create sustainable, high performance, 
constructible projects that successfully integrate with the environment around us.

Frank Cunha III, AIA

Looking ahead...

Next issue, Leagueline 4Q 2012: A retrospective on the Ted Kessler Walking Tour series. 

SPECIAL ISSUE

18%
of all AIA members 
are female
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9  Locations in  nJ  &  nY

{ In Stock } exclusively at kuiken brothers

www.kuikenbrothers.com/classical - 201.652.1912

Scan This Code 
to Order a Free 
Moulding Design 

 Catalog & 
Samples!

SAVE THE DATE

JULY 16 ,  2012

Architects League of Northern New Jersey, 13th Annual Golf Outing
Monday July 16, 2012, Crystal Springs Resort, Hamburg, New Jersey 

Proceeds from this annual event benefit the  
Architects League College Scholarship Fund.

NewsLeagueline 
Member News & Events
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NewsLeagueline 
Member News & Events

Spring 2012 Ted Kessler Walking Tour 
April 22, 2012 AIA National Convention 

May 17-19, 2012

AIA-NJ 1st Annual Diversity Day - April 11, 2012

April Meeting  
Clinton Inn, Tenafly, NJ April 22, 2012

The ALNNJ April Meeting, held at the Clinton Inn, Tenafly, featured the 
presentation “Architecture/Terroir” by Michael Farewell, FAIA. The lecture 
focused on  place-specific architecture that draws the character of a site 
into the open, giving it material expression and reinforcement. Examples 
ranged in scale from a pool house to a school, with innovative sustainable 
features that support the idea of an emerging language of environmental 
expression. There was also discussion about the next phase of The Willow 
School, a net-zero project.

AiA national Convention 
Washington DC, May 17 - 19

Open letter from our friend Ellen Harmon 

Dear Friends,

It is with such bittersweet feelings that I share with you the news of my retirement from Pella after  
24 years. The last 8 years have been particularly joyful since I was dedicated to you - the Architects.  
Having come to know you friendships were formed and I will always treasure these relationships

When I think back we had many great times - the dinners, golf outings, lectures, tours, Leagueline, 
Board of Trustees and trips to Pella. And true to my word “What happened in Pella stayed in Pella”.

We are in a transition period now fitting the right sales rep to the right Architect. I want to assure you 
that Pella values the Architectural Community and will continue to do so.  In 24 years, David Sidman,  
our president has always believed in the architectural community, knowing it all begins with you 
– you are the foundation of our business.

You all are aware of the problems with my back and the continued search to find relief.  Some happy 
news is that I will be a grandmother in mid-August - it is a boy.  It has been a real gift coming to know 
and work with all of you. What a wonderful way it will be to end my career as an Architectural Rep.   
My last meeting will be the combination ALNNJ and Newark Suburban meeting  in June where I can 
say goodbye to all.  

I am wishing all of you continued good health, happiness and prosperity in the years to come.

With love and respect, 
Ellen

At the 2012 AIA National Convention in Washington, DC a special AIA  
Presidential Citation was awarded to more than 130 architects for their 
work in post-9/11 rebuilding and memorials in New York City, the Pentagon, 
and Shanksville, Pa. The Key Note speaker was Pulitzer Prize-winning author 
David McCullough, who illustrated that history and architecture are inseparable;  
and there were many events in support of Diversity and Multiculturalism. 
Looking forward to 2013 in Denver!

23RD ANNUAL ALNNJ and N&S Architects TRADE SHOW

On May 3, 2012 the 23rd Trade Show cosponsored by the Architects League of Northern New Jersey and  
Newark & Suburban Architects was held at the Marriott at Glenpointe in Teaneck, NJ.
The Glenpointe has been our venue for a number of years because of the ease of access from NJ highways as 
well as the responsive and professional treatment that we have been accorded there. This year’s dinner menu 
was especially good, from the salads through the dessert trays.
Over 200 architects, associates and allied members from our two sections as well as other architects who 
wanted to attend the seminars and walk the show floor came, filling the 11 seminar rooms and spending good 
amounts of “face time” with the 50+ exhibitors of products and services to our profession. Once again, the  
reporting back from our exhibitors was very positive. Personal interface with our members is the sole reason 
that companies sponsor the seminars and their representatives at our annual event, so attendance by our 
members is the key to their strong support. 
We want to thank our exhibitors for this continuing support, our members who attended and a special thanks to  
Kaplan Construction Education which provided a review module - 2012 ARE Complete Library, for a lucky Associate.

The first annual AIA NJ Diversity Day held at NJIT was a great success.  
“Diversity Strategies and Leveraging an Untapped Market,” examined  
diversity in the architecture profession, at the New Jersey Institute of 
Technology (NJIT) in Newark during National Architecture Week. 

Panelists included Carol Kurth, FAIA; William M. Brown III, AIA, National 
Organization of Minority Architects, president; Nayan Parikh -- Society  
of Indo-American Engineers and Architects, president; Jane Gaertner, 
NJIT, Career Services; Manuel Pereiras, AIA, Society of Cuban American 
Engineers and Architects, vice president; Ravi Shenoy, PE, AIA;  
Vicky Tran, President NJIT AIAS;  
Sherry Snipes, AIA National’s  
Director of Diversity and Inclusion,  
led by moderators Joyce Raspa,  
AIA, Esq., AIA National Diversity  
Council Member, and Yogesh  
Mistry, AIA.

The Spring 2012 ALNNJ Ted Kessler Tour was held on May 6th and followed a route in Lower Manhattan,  
stopping at sites including the World Trade Center, Five Points, Battery Park and the new East River Esplanade. 
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ALNNJ GOLF OUTING
JULY 16,  2012

AlnnJ 
Board & membership meeting 
Highline/The Standard Biergarden

Step aboard the teak decks of the 
Manhattan, our elegant, 1920s-style 
yacht, for an educational around-
Manhattan architecture tour, hosted 
by architects and members of the 
American Institute of Architects New 
York Chapter (AIANY) 
http://www.zerve.com/SailNYC/
ArchTour

recommended

Architectural Boat tour

Duke Farms serves as a model of 
environmental stewardship in the 
21st century and inspires visitors to 
become informed stewards of the 
land. It is a place of education,  
enjoyment and research that 
enhances the environmental health 
of the region.
www.dukefarms.org

recommended

Duke Farms estate

tomas saraceno on the roof 
creating a monumental 
constellation of interconnected 
modules for the roof garden
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
May 1 - Nov 4

worth revisiting...

new members
The League is pleased to announce  
the New Allied Members
Alison Burnosky –  
McGraw-Hill Construction/Dodge
Gene Esposito – 
Masa Architectural Canopies

The League welcomes you and looks  
forward to your involvement and  
participation. Please make a point  
of introducing yourself at the next  
dinner meeting or event.

October 11, 2012 – Joint Meeting w/ Newark & Suburban,  
Hamilton & Ward Steakhouse, Paterson, NJ 
Design Awards

How Architects Can Avoid  
Legal Mishaps 
AIA Connecticut 
July 19th 
www.aiact.org 
 

AIANY 1st Annual Golf Outing
Monday, July 23rd
Baltusrol Golf Club
http://cfa.aiany

Foreclosed: Rehousing the  
American Dream
MoMA
thru July 30

Playing House - see  
museum’s period rooms
Brooklyn Museum
thru august 26th 
brooklynmuseum.org

Oculus Book Talk: 
Joshua David  
High Line: The Inside Story 
Center For Architecture 
Mon. August 13th

Theoharis David 
An Architect Drawing 
Pratt Institute,  
Presidents Gallery 
thru Sept. 28

AIA-NJ 
Design Day 
Asbury Park, NJ 
September 13

Century of the Child: Growing  
by Design, 1900–2000
July 29 – November 5, 2012
www.moma.org

History and modern uses of 
Glass & Copper in Architecture 
Hilton in Woodbridge 
Sept. 11
www.aia-nj.org

Electric Currents, 1900–1940
March 28–September 30, 2012
Architecture and Design Galleries
moma.org

Looking ahead...

Now for 2012:
The Leagueline now offers full color ads!
Contact Paul Bryan  at pb@lan-nj.com 
for rates and additional information

Leagueline

dasHAUS Tour 
Innovations in Renewable  
and Energy Efficency 
July 10 - 19
www.dashaus.com

Kasschau Memorial Shell 
Concert  – Island Breeze, 
Calypso, Raggae & Latin Jazz 
Ridgewood Band Shell 
July 3rd   8:30pm 

Elly Wane - botanical 
watercolors, drawings  
and collages 
Piermont Fine Arts Gallery 
June 28 - July 15

Aviation Hall of Fame 
Open Cockpit Day 
Saturday July 28th 
10am – 4pm 
www.njhof.org

Family Day @ 
Center for Architecture 
Explore Governors 
Island 
Sat. July 21st. 
cfa.aiany.org

Family Day @ 
Center for Architecture 
Building Bridges 
Sat. August 11th 
cfa.aiany.org

Maywood Station Museum 
Open House 
Wednesday, August 15th 
7 – 9 pm 
www.maywoodstation.com

PASCACK HISTORY BOOK
The Pascack Historical Society’s latest publication – Pascack Valley Tales II-  
edited by Katharine P. Randall of Hillsdale, is available for sale at their  
Museum at 19 Ridge Avenue, Park Ridge on Wednesdays, 10 am until noon 
and Sundays from 1 until 4 pm. The limited 176-page soft cover book is  
also available at Shaw’s Book Shop, 267 Center Avenue in Westwood. The  
attractively bound book contains more than 70 entertaining and historic stories 
and photographs about the eight towns (Hillsdale, Westwood, Woodcliff Lake, 
Emerson, Montvale, River Vale, Township of Washington, Park Ridge) that 
compromise the Pascack Valley. The text and content is suitable for all ages. 
Stories range from intriguing tales of local activities during the Revolutionary 
War through surprising events in the 20th century. The book costs $20 a copy 
and is available for mailing for an additional $3 fee. For further information 
call 201-573-0307 or 201-666-0121. www.pascackhistoricalsociety.com

13th Annual Golf Outing 
Crystal Springs Resort

The Greatest Grid:  
The Master Plan of Manhattan 
Museum of the City of New York 
thru July 15

ALNNJ 
No August Meeting 

ALNNJ 
No July Meeting 
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