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A look at the health of our profession.



2   Leagueline 2Q 2021  The Quarterly Newsletter of the Architects League of Northern New Jersey  

PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Hello everyone!  
By the time you 
are reading 
this, the days 
will be a 
little bit longer, 
hopefully a bit 
warmer, and all 

the abundant snow we have received will 
have melted away. Although it has been a 
long, cold, and snowy winter the AIA and 
the Architects League of Northern New 
Jersey have been hard at work gearing up 
for the remainder of 2021 and beyond.

You may have noticed by now that both 
the American Institute of Architects and 
the Architects League of Northern New 
Jersey have new logos! Although I liked 
the old eagle and column logo, I think the 
new logo looks great.  

AIA noted in a presentation about the new 
branding and logo that The Institute’s logo 
was originally intended to convey the  
authority of our profession and to legitimize  
its practitioners. However, today’s world 
is radically different from when the AIA 
was founded in 1857, and our profession is 
well established. Therefore, our logo and 
branding need to evolve. Specifically, 
the new logo was designed to be simple, 
clearer, and to encourage greater par-
ticipation. Any individual AIA members 
that use the AIA logo in emails, business 
materials, drawing title blocks, etc., 
should update them as soon as possible.  
Guidelines and graphic resources that will 
aid in this process can be found on the 
American Institute of Architects website.  

I had the privilege of attending AIA Grass-
roots 2021 from February 16th to 19th.  
Due to the COVID pandemic, Grassroots 
was held virtually. For those unfamiliar 
with Grassroots, it is AIA’s premier leader-
ship and advocacy event for chapter staff 
and volunteers. 

As usual, the seminar, breakout sessions, 
and keynote addresses were excellent.  
Updates were provided by AIA’s Regions 
Task Force. They are still planning on 
eliminating regions; instead, each State 
will elect Strategic Councilors. This 
should allow for a more meaningful and 
collaborative connection between State 
components and AIA National.

Like last year’s Grassroots, the over-
arching themes were AIA’s continued 
commitment to advancing racial equity, 
diversity, and justice within the profession 
and society, as well as focusing on climate 
change and critical environmental issues.  
Health related issues and COVID impacts 
were also discussed at length.  

Stacey Abrams’ Keynote on Equity, 
Diversity, Inclusion, and Belonging 
was particularly good.  She noted that 
Architects are so incredibly important 
to meet the world’s challenges because 
“The Command of your profession is so 
profound that it literally changes the world 
around us.”  She also remarked that “We 
are valuable as Architects because of 
our ability to imagine” and called on us to 
“Speak up, Show Up and Stand Up”.  Well 
said Stacey!  Additional Keynotes by Dan 
Roam on tackling the challenges of the 
built environment, Katherine Hayhoe on 
climate change, and by Dan Hart, the 2021 
Grassroots Chair, were also enlightening 
and educational.  

As a Grassroots attendee and AIA 
member, I was also able to join with other 
AIA colleagues from New Jersey and 
meet virtually with Legislative Assistants 
from several New Jersey Congressional 
Representatives, including the office of my 
own representative, Congressman Josh 
Gottheimer. The focus of our discussions 
was to encourage Members of Congress 
to support robust federal investment 
in green building infrastructure. Green 
building infrastructure means investment 
in carbon-smart construction and the 
retrofitting of public buildings (including 
schools, civic centers, hospitals, and 
federally backed affordable housing).  

Specifically, we were asking for Congress 
to provide $300 billion over 5 years for 
green building infrastructure. We also 
asked that prioritization be given to  
projects that pledge to follow the latest 
published building codes, including the 
2021 IECC ZERO Code Appendix. The 
ZERO Code is a voluntary net zero energy 
appendix to the 2021 International Energy 
Conservation Codes (IECC). I am very 
pleased to report that our message was 
generally well received. Let’s hope we see 
some funds allocated in an infrastructure 
package for green buildings in the near 
future.

I hope everyone has been enjoying our 
virtual meetings and presentations. Right 
now, we are planning on having a few 
more online meetings and then starting 
to meet again in-person outdoors in the 
spring. It will certainly be a happy day 
when we are able to see each other 
in-person again, and that day will be  
here soon.

Christopher Henrickson, AIA 
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Anthony

It feels like a lifetime ago since we were free of masks, hand sanitizer, thermometers, and social distancing. While these have become painfully 
ubiquitous in our lives, I do believe there is a light at the end of this tunnel. This Leagueline issue considers the health of our profession at the 
pandemic’s current stage... essentially, we are “taking our temperature”. 

Many norms have been disrupted throughout this past year. One such disrupted pattern is that of our office environment as many of us are working 
from home. The concerns of remote work include staff efficiencies, teamwork, cyber security, and software compliance. As well, typical office 
space as we have known it, will likely be impacted for some years to come. We explore how each of these work situations has evolved in response 
to the pandemic. 

I find it interesting to witness how the pandemic has exposed the degree of interconnectedness and dependency we all exhibit within our communities,  
throughout the country, and worldwide. Consider the disruption in our everyday lives, specifically last year toward the peak infection rates in 
northern New Jersey, as we were unsettled by shortages in food supplies and essential goods. Aside from stocking up on toilet paper, how do 
you protect against that when it occurs again? Our profession certainly is not immune to the pandemic’s impact.  Construction has been plagued 
by shortages of building materials thus causing project delays and spikes in pricing (real or imagined). Fluctuations in pricing can make developers 
and investors quite skittish about moving forward with their projects. Yet, on the other hand, borrowing rates remain historically low. This, coupled 
with the exodus from City environments, has the housing market as hot as ever. 

The AIA has many resources that measure the business environment and how our firms can best operate. One such metric is the Architectural 
Billings Index commonly known as the ABI. As described by the AIA it is ”...an economic indicator for nonresidential construction activity, with a 
lead time of approximately 9–12 months... The index is derived from AIA’s Work-on-the-Boards survey, which has gathered data on shifts in billings 
from architectural firm leaders for over 20 years.” 

Obviously, this index has a correlation to the job market for our members. Students, recent graduates, as well as those with significant experience 
are all affected by these market changes. While the ABI has remained negative, it appears to have leveled off and the new project indicators have 
improved the past two months as noted in a February 24, 2021 AIA press release.  

“Inquiries into new projects during January grew for the second month in a row, with a score of 56.8 compared to 51.7 in December. The value  
of new design contracts also reflected an easing in the pace of decline, rising to a score of 48.8 in January from 47.0 the previous month.”

It feels like we are getting closer to the proverbial light at the end of the tunnel.

Taking Our Temperature

Leagueline 2Q 2021 
Anthony Iovino, AIA 
Editor

Membership Survey

What is Your Current  
Work Situation? 
Only Remote 34% 
Part Remote, Part Office 38% 
Only Office 28%

How do You Expect to 
Work in the Future? 
Only Remote 15% 
Part Remote, Part Office 55% 
Only Office 30%

How has The Pandemic  
Affected Your Work? 
Significantly Less 10% 
Slightly Less 28% 
No Change 29% 
Slightly More 22% 
Significantly More 11%

Do You Expect Your Work to be 
Affected in the Next 12 Months? 
Significantly Less 4% 
Slightly Less 18% 
No Change 30% 
Slightly More 33% 
Significantly More 15%

Has The Pandemic Affected  
Your Productvity? 
Significant Issues 0% 
Minor Issues 52% 
Same Productivity 37% 
Increased Productivity 11% 

Has The Pandemic Affected  
the Type of Work You Do? 
New Project Types 16% 
Same as Previous 71% 
More Selective 13% 



Asking why architects matter leads to two related answers. The first is about 
their intrinsic value to society as creators of healthy, safe, and beautiful 
buildings and spaces. This value is unchanging and impervious to recessions or 
depressions (or viruses, for that matter).

The second (and the focus of this piece) is about the relative value of architects 
to clients, particularly during an economic and public health crisis.

What is the basis of relative value?

If referrals are the most important source of work for architects, then satisfac-
tion eclipses all other measures of success—even financial. Client satisfaction 
is the heart of any creative brief. A 2016 AIA client insights report revealed 
that commercial and institutional owner-clients rated building performance and 
occupant satisfaction among the most important considerations for projects. 
“High numbers of owners report plans for future investment in healthy building 
attributes, energy efficiency, spaces for social interaction, and acoustic 
comfort,” reported AIA, “all features that suggest an occupant-centric focus 
for owners.”

Granted, that was four years ago, during a comparatively healthier economic 
period, when 54 percent of office building owner-clients, 46 percent of health 
care owner-clients, and 46 percent of K-12 owner-clients anticipated increased 
spending on design and construction in the years to follow. But referrals will 
come again and satisfaction, now and in the eyes of a prospective client, is 
even more important. In short, there’s a qualitative narrative about perception 
and optics that is just as important as a quantitative data set in determining 
value. This narrative (and its many variations) is important when business 
cycles take their inevitable dip and especially vital during recessions.

Clients typically have six questions for architects: What is the scope of 
services architects provide? When is it appropriate to engage an architect? 
Where do I find an architect? Do architects add unnecessary costs to a project? 
How are they compensated? What is the nature of their role as clients when an 
architect is involved?

The first three are reasonably easy to answer: Architects provide a range of 
services for which they may be contracted, architects should be consulted first 
and always (obviously), and finding an architecture firm has never been easier.

The last three are much more difficult to answer: The cost of good design is 
related to the marketplace and the mentality of the client, there are different 
ways to calculate and establish actual fees associated with a firm’s design 
leadership on a project, and the kind of relationship clients ought to have 
with their architects is a matter of negotiation and setting expectations, two 
processes with multiple variables.

As difficult as they are, these last three questions establish a value proposition 
in the minds of clients, but in times of crisis, they require a little extra context.

How can you demonstrate the cost-saving  
measures of good design?

Architects are trained to think holistically and solve problems by applying a 
critical eye and balancing the whole against the parts. But where the rubber 
meets the road, so to speak, is the bottom line, which extends throughout the 
life cycle of a building. Here are some angles to consider when your client gets 
the calculator out.

Design for adaptivity, deconstruction, and reuse. It’s true that this might come 
with more upfront hard and soft costs compared to another kind of design. 
But there are well-documented cost savings to energy efficiencies, thoughtful 
plans and spatial arrangements that can adapt to future needs, and durable 
materials specified by a knowledgeable expert who is passionate about the 
tactility and tectonics of good design. All of these are areas where architects 
thrive.

Design is key to creating better health in buildings and communities and results 
in quicker recovery times in hospitals, better learning outcomes in schools, and 
lower incidence of obesity, heart disease, and diabetes in many places. You 
could deliver reams of research to prospective clients supporting these claims, 
or you can simply explain that “better, quicker, lower” are about numbers and a 
more holistic conception of salutogenic design.

Profitability, as the sole measure of success, falls short of the ecological 
mandate that architects must meet at a time when sea levels, temperatures, 
and carbon emissions are rising in unsustainable ways—not to mention a time 
when climate change, obesity, and undernutrition form a global syndemic that 
will kill many more than the coronavirus pandemic.

The relative value of design must center on health and wellness, and architects 
must be vocal and demonstrative about the benefits of good design. (In doing 
so, they must also arm themselves with facts against simplistic arguments that 
architects are largely responsible for the carbon emitted by buildings.)

Health and well-being are emerging as a global leadership and market differ-
entiation opportunity for building and property development industries around 
the world. In 2018, the World Bank detailed how progressive real estate 
companies and investors incorporate environmental, social, and governance 
(ESG) considerations into business operations. ESG and corporate sustainability 
initiatives should be considered seeded ground for architects to cultivate. Ripe 
and low-hanging fruit. Obvious opportunities for new (and lasting) business.

But considering today’s market conditions, architects need to address some of 
the acute concerns that COVID-19 raises about not just the eventual economic 
reopening, but the reopening of all spaces and places.

How can your work mitigate pathogenic risks in 
an interconnected world?

Writing for the LA Times in April, Sam Lubell outlined broad opportunities for a 
post-pandemic architectural economy, such as modular construction, adaptive 
reuse, lightweight architecture, telecommuting and “small city” living, and 
what he called the “town square reconsidered.” But his commentary on neg-
ative air pressure, displacement ventilation, clean air ventilation, and various 

Why architects matter 
in a post-pandemic world.
By William Richards for AIA Architect
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filtration and humidity systems offered the most concrete clues about the first 
battle lines for building owners, developers, and facilities managers as they 
begin to reevaluate existing buildings and their plans to build anew.

“These kinds of techniques will likely become standard in hospitals after the 
pandemic, but might they expand to wherever people congregate, like homes, 
offices, factories, warehouses and schools? They could save lives where 
occupants don’t have a choice about social distance: prisons, homeless shelters 
and refugee facilities,” writes Lubell. “Perhaps they could be complemented 
by germ-resistant strategies like antimicrobial polymer surfaces, copper alloy 
surfaces (which naturally kill germs and viruses) and flexible spatial designs to 
accommodate social distancing.”

If you are regularly involved in specifying materials and products for your 
15-person firm, this should strike a chord. If you’re responsible for new business 
development for your 200-person firm, this should also strike a chord. In either 
case, you are well aware of the health, safety, and welfare triad that governs  
credit hours (and all of the hours in between) as an architect. When you 
consider that we spend 87 percent of our lives indoors, in buildings and spaces 
that someone designed, the new clarity around words like health, safety, and 
welfare that this pandemic provides is a good place to start with clients.

That 87 percent figure came from a 2001 study funded by the Environmental 
Protection Agency based on survey data from the mid-1990s collected via 
telephone interviews with Americans across the 48 contiguous states. A 
quarter-century later, that figure might be higher or it might be lower, but it is 
fair to say that it will be scrutinized by employers, their insurers, lawyers, and 
lawmakers as social distancing, contact tracing, and hygienics create a new 
frontier at the intersection of workplace policies and government guidelines.

If workplaces are meant to be productive environments, then you cannot talk 
about how they’re successful unless you talk about how they’re designed. The 
century that passed between Frank Lloyd Wright’s Administration Building for 
the Larkin Soap Company in Buffalo, New York, (now demolished) and Norman 
Foster’s  Apple headquarters in Cupertino, California, can be defined by the 
architectural response to labor economics and what the historian Reinhold 
Martin called “the organizational complex.”

We have entered an era when the cubicle versus open-plan debate is about 
more than taste, comfort, or even happiness. It is about health as well as  
privacy and safety. Will the six-foot rule for social distancing become a standard  
for 21st century design in the same way that Leonardo da Vinci’s Vitruvian Man 
became a standard for the 15th century?

Or, as Blair Kamin asked in his recent Chicago Tribune column, “Will the open-
plan office make you vulnerable to the coronavirus? Or will the virus crisis force 
offices to become safer?” Kamin takes hoteling, conference rooms, and plush 
furniture to task—all hallmarks of the modern office that seem as likely to go 
away as door handles and break room refrigerators.

Preparing clients for shifting standards will assuredly include a discussion 
about density and separation, which is a spatial gambit as much as it is a 
programmatic consideration. It will include protocols for isolation, which will be 
about detection and swift action. It will also include protocols for sterilization, 
which will be about material durability and virus resistance.

In other words, beginning right now, there is a real need for architects to apply 
their problem-solving skills to the unique and pervasive problem of rethinking 
entire environments. We need to propose standardized solutions to pathogenic 
risks and, simultaneously, design to meet the unique needs of clients, owners, 
occupants, and, indeed, future generations of occupants.

This is part of a series of articles commissioned by the AIA COVID-19 Business Task  
Force in May 2020 to help architects. Learn more about business strategies you can  
employ now and construction-ready projects you can plan for later.

https://www.aia.org/resources/6295205-covid-19-business-resources-to-thrive-

another good read:  https://www.gensler.com/research-insight/publications/design- 
forecast/reconnect

ALNNJ Member comments:

I’m doing healthcare for the last 15-20 years, working with Northwell 
Health Corporate Facilities as an ‘in house’ architect. And, as expected, 
we’re dealing with lots of changes in this industry.

Ted Radovici, AIA

I spent April and May working on  
a design/build team to create 1026  
Emergency Covid-19 hospital beds 
in Old Westbury, NY for the Army 
Corps of Engineers.
Walter Levy, AIA

“

”

COVID led us to take the office virtual, which led me to question why  
I was spending so much to live close to work, and why we would stay 
in a place where my kid couldn’t attend live school. So we moved to 
Pennsylvania, which is still close enough for me to get back to Metro 
NY when I must, but life is 100% more normal during COVID time, and  
a hell of a lot cheaper for the long term. So far so good!

Charles Whelan, AIA

We have enabled technology to assist us to be more  
efficient in communication and work productivity. The  
experience has pivoted us toward a more innovative  
approach toward a new normal.

Ben Lee, AIA

Although our work load is now similar to what it 
was pre pandemic, we had many months of stalled 
out projects, projects and prospects that were put on 
hold, or projects and prospects that went away  
completely. So 2020 was a very difficult year  
financially and we are still trying to recover.
Hope Zimmerman, AIA

We have difficulty maintaining the same output from our workforce  
in the office, issues in the field, supply issues.

Kira Mckeown-Adamo, AIA

As we work with schools- our clients impacts have also impacted us. 
It has been TERRIBLE for so many of us - in and out of the office. Hard 
to get office up and running when key staff are working partly remotely 
and had months of remote work. We are thankful to be busy but not so 
thankful for the extreme S T R E S S .

Grace Lynch, AIA

Being a sole proprietor in a home office, one 
can say that it affords the ability to work during 
a pandemic without interruption, or that I spend 
my time in perpetual quarantine. When visiting 
clients, I have maintained all proper protocols, 
but have noticed that people feel that their own 
homes or offices are their “safe space” and 
some have forgotten to wear masks during our 
meetings.

William Severino, AIA
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I have worked alone in my home studio office for the last  
5 years, I still do and plan to continue to do so. 
Stacey Kliesch, AIA

Have been able to do more LU Courses. 
While they are awesome there is a need 
to be in person at times.

Jennifer Rorabaugh, Assoc. AIA

We have lost jobs/have them put on hold during the 
pandemic. We are also getting more work in other  
sectors we deal in - so far balanced. However public 
agency projects hit hard by COVID costs have had to 
stop their projects, and ours.
Linda Kreczkowski, AIAWe are finding that now that clients have personal cell phone numbers 

they are calling later in the evening and expecting us to work later, 
have later after hours meetings and work over the weekend. It has made 
work/life situation worse. It would be great if teachers in NJ can get the 
vaccine sooner!

Lisa Maday, AIA

I lost my full-time job and I’m working as a freelancer.
Mariana Tedrick, AIA

Work is greater as people find defects in the houses that they are buying. 
Other people (who don’t cut their cable) get the idea of “open style” and 
want to remove bearing walls or add to the size of he house. 

Paul Beck 
PBA Engineering, P.C. 

Luckily I was able to seamlessly remote into my 
office workstation to work safely from home when 
the lockdown hit. A year later, work is picking up 
and I’m back in the office, but one wonders if there 
may be an overall reduction in office fit-out projects 
as clients discover efficiencies in having employees  
work remotely.
Paul Bryan, AIA

I purposely moved to increase my expert witness profiles and 
initiatives. I recast my CV/resume as an expert witness and 
forensic architect. I joined various expert forums. I used the 
Web Based CEU courses to contact suppliers who provide 
the mitigation, fireproofing and waterproofing materials and 
systems relevant to failures lawsuits and actions.

Douglas Korves, AIA

The pandemic has taught us to work smarter and more efficiently from a time 
management point of view. The downside is the lack of in office personal  
design collaboration with team members. The upside is that I have saved on 
fuel costs and now have more time doing daily crossword puzzles. 

Martin Santini, FAIA

”

“
ALNNJ Member comments:  continued

With the exception of one project that was under construction,  
all the projects we had active or awarded before restrictions were 
imposed, were suspended indefinitely or cancelled altogether.  
Fortunately, we had a couple of preliminary design projects to pick 
up a little of the slack, and a substantial project that had been  
suspended has kicked off again. Income projections for active  
projects are still low, but prospects are improving.

Kevin Brown, AIA

Diane van Horn - Architectural Territory Manager

Phone: 973.943.2464  |  Email: dianevanhorn@loewen.com L O E W E N . C O M

The leading manufacturer of premium windows and doors

for the luxury architectural market.
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National
Architecture firm billings backslide in December

Graphs represent data from December 2019–December 2020.
Above 50 Below 50

No change
from
previous
period

BillingsInquiriesDesign Contracts

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

Dec-20Nov-20Oct-20Sep-20Aug-20Jul-20Jun-20May-20Apr-20Mar-20Feb-20Jan-20Dec-19

47.0 42.652.1 33.3 40.0

Regional
Business conditions soften across most 

of the country 

Graphs represent data from December 2019–December 2020 

across the four regions. 50 represents the diffusion center. 

A score of 50 equals no change from the previous month. 

Above 50 shows increase; Below 50 shows decrease. 

3-month moving average.
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Practice
Despite the pandemic, more than one quarter of architecture 

firms saw their profitability rise from 2019 to 2020 

units: change in 2020 profitability compared to 2019, % of firms

Sector
Billings declined at firms 

of all specializations  

Graphs represent data from December 2019–December 2020 

across the three sectors. 50 represents the diffusion center. 

A score of 50 equals no change from the previous month. 

Above 50 shows increase; Below 50 shows decrease. 

3-month moving average.

Modestly below 2019 levels 19.6%
About equal to 2019 levels 19.3%

Significantly below 2019 levels 32.4%

Significantly above 2019 levels 8.8%

Modestly above 2019 levels 19.8%

AVERAGE 2020

PROFITABILITY: 6.7%

Architecture Billings Continue to Contract 
in 2021
WASHINGTON – Feb. 24, 2021 – A slight improvement in business conditions has 
led to fewer architecture firms reporting declining billings, according to a new report 
today from The American Institute of Architects (AIA).
AIA’s Architecture Billings Index (ABI) score for January was 44.9* compared to 42.3
in December (any score below 50 indicates a decline in firm billings). Last month’s 
score indicates overall revenue at U.S architecture firms continued to decline from 
December to January, however, the pace of decline slowed. Inquiries into new 
projects during January grew for the second month in a row, with a score of 56.8 
compared to 51.7 in December. The value of new design contracts also reflected 
an easing in the pace of decline, rising to a score of 48.8 in January from 47.0 the 
previous month.
“The broader economy entered a soft spot during the fourth quarter of last year, 
and business conditions at design firms have reflected this general slowdown,” said 
AIA Chief Economist, Kermit Baker, Hon. AIA, PhD. “While federal stimulus and the 
increasing pace of vaccinations may begin to accelerate progress in the coming months, 
the year has gotten off to a slow start, with architecture firms in all regions of the 
country and in all specializations reporting continued declines in project billings.”
Key ABI highlights for January include:

  Regional averages: South (47.4); West (42.8); Midwest (42.2); Northeast (41.9)
  Sector index breakdown: mixed practice (47.9); multi-family residential (44.4);  

     commercial/industrial (44.3); institutional (39.9)
  Project inquiries index: 56.8
  Design contracts index: 48.8

The regional and sector categories are calculated as a three-month moving average, 
whereas the national index, design contracts and inquiries are monthly numbers. To 
learn more about recent economic developments impacting design and construction, 
visit AIA’s website.
*Every January the AIA research department updates the seasonal factors used to  
calculate the ABI, resulting in a revision of recent ABI values.

*All graph data from December 2019 - December 2020
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7 Park Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERS

Bringing Structural 
Innovation & 
Excellence to  
your Building Projects

 Structural Analysis & Design
 Condition Assessment Reports
 Historical Preservation
 Renovations & Additions
 Peer Review  Feasibility Studies
 Value Engineering  Restoration of  
 MEP Services    Existing Structures

7 Park Street, Montclair, NJ 07042 
www.ksi-pe.com  P: 973.577.7739

Expand your design horizons
Learn more at CertainTeed.com/Ceilings
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benjaminmoore.com/notable

ARE THE BEAMS YOU USE AS  
STRONG AS VERSA-LAM® LVL?   ASK WHY.

BENDING STRENGTH (Fb)
 2000 2200 2400 2600 2800 3000 3200 

VERSA-LAM® LVL 2.0  3100

 PSL 2.2E  2900

 PSL 2.0E  2900

 LVL 2.0E  2600

 LSL 1.55E  2325 

LARGEST STOCKING DEALER OF BOISE CASCADE ENGINEERED WOOD PRODUCTS IN THE REGION.  
EXCEPTIONAL DELIVERY   |   FIELD CONSULATIONS AVAILABLE 
KUIKENBROTHERS.COM  |  (201) 652-1000

VERSA-LAM® LVL 2.0 now leads  
the industry in bending strength  
for higher allowable loads and more design flexibility. 
Sometimes, a larger MOE value doesn’t mean  
greater bending strength. 

BOISE CASCADE VERSA-LAM® LVL 2.0 3100 IS:

7% stronger than both 2.0E & 2.2E PSL

33% stronger than 1.55E LSL

Up to 19% stronger than some 2.0E  
laminated veneer lumber beams

It’s easy to think engineered wood beams with the  
same MOE value are direct substitutes, but that’s a  
risky assumption. Using a weaker beam than  
VERSA-LAM® LVL 2.0 3100 may mean you need to  
add another ply – subtracting profits. 
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Events

PRESS RELEASE

Leagueline 
Member News & Events

Matt Chris Jeannie

Upcoming events and meetings for the ALNNJ are in the works, 

however, dates are unclear as of press time. Please check your email 

for up-to-the-minute information, or visit www.alnnj.org

2021 Installation
On January 14th, the League installed its 2021 Officers 
and Board of Trustees. In keeping with the times, the 
installation was a virtual event. The event celebrated 
the incoming President Christopher A Henrickson, AIA,  
and outgoing President Matthew A Fink, AIA as well as  
the Officers and Board of Trustees. AIA-NJ Regional 
Representative Michael J. Hanrahan, AIA presided 
over the installation.
The annual awards were also presented. This year, 
two Trustees Awards were presented to Ryan Moran, 
AIA and Ruchi Dhar, AIA. The second annual Commu-
nity Service Award was presented to Stacey Kliesch, 
AIA. The Anton Vegliante Award, the ALNNJ’s highest 
honor, was presented to William J Martin, AIA.
Following the ceremonies, a two-hour presentation 
provided by AIAU was shown. Titled “Performing 
Beautifully” it showcased the AIA Committee on the 
Environment 2020 award winners. Special thanks to 
Bryan Pennington, AIA who has stepped down from 
the Board after many years of service. Congratulations 
to the Board and Award recipients, and thank you to 
those members who virtually participated.

AIA-NJ webinar series on 
design in the post pandemic era. 
Next one April 29th 
Warehouse and Industrial 
Design in a Post Pandemic Era 
https://aia-nj.org/design-in-the-
post-pandemic-world-2021 
webinar-series/

Save the Date:
2021 ALNNJ/N&S 
Architects Trade Show 
Marriott Glenpointe 
Thursday 
September 23, 2021

Practical and Inspirational: Exposing the  
Potential of Heavy Timber Construction 
On February 25th, the Architects League of Northern 
New Jersey held a Zoom membership meeting which 
featured an online presentation by Terry Pattillo of 
WoodWorks – Wood Product Council. Offering a mix 
of both practical and inspirational, this presentation 
focused on the use of heavy timber in applications 
such as offices and schools, as well as civic, industrial, 
mid-rise/multi-residential and other building types. 
Projects ranging from typical to unique illustrated the 
range of modern timber design solutions available and 
their ability to provide unlimited aesthetic opportuni-
ties for almost any building type.

Powerful Partnerships in Architecture & Design 
The ALNNJ Zoom Meeting was held on December 
17th.  Jeannie Fulton, CKBD, of Ulrich, Inc. and 20-year 
design veteran discussed the value of the partnership 
between the architect and the kitchen and bath 
designer in the context of the home planning process.  
Fulton delved into key considerations, such as when 
a partnership makes sense, what makes a successful 
partnership (and how to make the most of it), and finally, 
the advantages a designer can bring to the process. 
Members learned how to maintain design control 
of the project and synthesize their design with the 
support services available through a kitchen and bath-
room designer and how working with one can enhance 
and bring value to their residential design projects. 
Jeannie Fulton is a nationally recognized, award 
winning, certified kitchen and bathroom designer who 
has worked in the design and home planning industry 
since 1995. Many thanks to Ms. Fulton for sharing her 
expertise, and to the ALNNJ members who “zoomed 
in” remotely to participate.

New Members

ALNNJ is pleased to welcome  
the following New Members:

Mary Ackaway, Associate AIA 
Gladis Y. Adorno, Associate AIA 
Mary W. George, Associate AIA 
Hyunju Kim, Associate AIA 
Kyungsik Kim, AIA 
Si Eun Lee, AIA 
Felita Li, AIA 
Mark M. Lobue, Associate AIA 
Sara Parham, Associate AIA 
Adiel Quiteno, Associate AIA 
Guillermo H. Romani, Associate AIA 
Ruma R. Som, Associate AIA 
Daralynn Wiener, Associate AIA

The Architects League looks forward  
to your involvement and participation.  
Please introduce yourself  
at the next live 
meeting or event.

AIA commends Biden Administration for  
reversing Trump federal design mandate

WASHINGTON – Feb. 25, 2021 – The American Institute  
of Architects (AIA) commends the Biden Administration’s 
decision to overturn the Executive Order, “Promoting 
Beautiful Federal Civic Architecture.”
 “By overturning this order, the Biden Administration has 
restored communities with the freedom of design choice 
that is essential to designing federal buildings that best 
serve the public,” said AIA 2021 President Peter Exley, 
FAIA. “This is fundamental to an architect’s process and 
to achieving the highest quality buildings possible. We 
look forward to continuing to work with the Administration 
towards developing policies that create healthy, just and 
equitable communities.”

The AIA and its members have been working to stop 
the order for more than a year. In February of 2020, AIA 
members sent more than 11,400 letters to the White House 
condemning the earlier draft Executive Order. AIA leader-
ship also issued letters on Feb. 6 and Feb. 20 to the Trump 
Administration strongly opposing the order.
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Georg Baselitz:  
Pivotal Turn displays  
six landmark paintings
Metropolitan Museum
thru July 18, 2021 
metmuseum.org

Reconstructions
Architecture and  
Blackness in America
Feb 27–May 31, 2021 
moma.org

Architecture for  
Modern Art 
ongoing 
moma.org

Archtober all year long 
Live, virtual, podcasts 
etc.. check it out 
archtober.org

A’21
The AIA Conference on  
Architecture 2021 will be   
a virtual experience. 
Beginning June 17th,  
https://aia-nj.org/blog/2021/ 
02/26/update-on-the-confer-
ence-on-architecture-2021/

Save the Date: 
ALNNJ Annual Golf Classic 
Monday, July 12th 2021 
Crystal Springs Golf Course
Updates and info  
alnnj.org

Outdoor musical concerts 
return to the Morris Museum 
on top of the elevated parking 
deck. Come early, enjoy sunset.
call 973.971.3706 
morrismuseum.org

TED Talks with Elizabet Diller  
Zaryadye Park in Moscow by 
Diller Scofidio + Renfro
https://www.world-ar-
chitects.com/en/architec-
ture-news/film/elizabeth- 
diller-s-ted-talks

David Hockney:  
Drawing from Life
thru May 30 
Morgan Library 
themorgan.org

The Medici: Portraits and 
Politics, 1512–1570
June 26–October 11, 2021 
metmuseum.org

Karl Bodmer: North  
American Portraits
April 5–July 25, 2021 
metmuseum.org

Virtual Tour of  
The Frick Museum 
(while museum is renovated) 
Very cool 
frick.org

Google: 
“Virtual City Walking Tours”
Paris, Rome, Vancouver and 
many other interesting cities.
A good way to see the world 
without traveling

April Meeting
April Membership Meeting
Watch for email notification 

May  Meeting
May Membership Meeting 
Watch for email notification 

June  Meeting
June Membership Meeting

Watch for email notification

Master Sculpture Sabin Howard, Englewood, NJ
is the foremost practitioner of, and authority on, 
Modern Classicism. 
Sabin Howard grew up in New York City and in Torino, 
Italy. He studied art at the Philadelphia College of Art 
and then earned his MFA from the New York Academy 
of Art. For twenty years, he taught at the graduate 
and undergraduate levels. He has been elected to 
the board of the National Sculpture Society. He has 
received numerous commissions and has showed his 
work at more than fifty solo and group shows. 
Sabin Howard is the lead  
Sculptor on the National WWI  
Memorial, a 58’ long bronze  
relief to be installed in  
Washington DC in 2024.
Sabin Howard offers Drawing  
and Design Webinars at  
sabinhowardwebinars.com.
sabinhoward.com

Fine Art Painter Joel Mitnick, Haworth, NJ
After graduating from Pratt Institute with a BFA in 
Advertising Design and Visual Communications, Joel 
founded Joel Mitnick Design Inc,. Over the last few 
years, in conjunction with running his business, he’s 
been actively pursuing his passion for painting. Influ-
enced by the Masters, specifically Rembrandt, who 
fascinated him with his treatment of light and shadow, 
inspired Joel to study painting and develop his skills. 
Now, as a recipient of the “Red Dot” for excellence 
from the Art Students League in New York for the last 
five years, Mitnick’s passion is stronger than ever.
Nothing captures the true essence of an individual or 
environment as deeply and classically as a hand-painted  
portrait. Contact fine artist Joel Mitnick for a commis-
sioned portrait, still life or landscape.  
email: JMDI@mac.com    joelmitnick.com

Know a Community Artist you would like to share with 
our members? Please email information to aiovino@
aiarchs.com
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VIRTUAL

Archtober VIRTUAL



12    Leagueline 2Q 2021  The Quarterly Newsletter of the Architects League of Northern New Jersey  

Leagueline
The Architects League  
of Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 152 
Paramus, NJ 07653-0152

74 East 30th Street, Paterson NJ, 07514 
t 973.684.5945 f 973.684.2775

info@acereprographics.com www.acereprographics.com

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS &  DESIGN OF 
ALL SIZES & TYPES OF 

STRUCTURES & MATERIALS 
 

FOUNDATIONS, RETAINING WALLS,  
GEOSTRUCTURAL 

 
PARKING GARAGE REHABILITATION & 

DESIGN 
 

FORENSIC INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, 
REPAIRS & TESTIMONY 

 
NJ, NY, CT, PA & 24 ADDITIONAL STATES 

115 ROUTE 46, SUITE C23 

MOUNTAIN LAKES, NJ 07046 

973-771-6970 

WWW.STRUCTURALWORKSHOP.COM 

INFO@STRUCTURALWORKSHOP.COM 

Thank you to our continuing sponsors.

We welcome new sponsors and offer the opportunity  
to reach over 500 local architects with your products 
and services in every issue of Leagueline.

Leagueline
The Architects League of Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 152, Paramus, NJ 07653-0152

faywlogan.aia@gmail.com

Vista Apartments | Fitchburg, WI | Custom Precast Concrete & Architectural Pavers

Aksarben Village Plaza | Omaha, NE | Site FurnishingsMesa Modern | Palm Springs, CA | Terrazzo Tile

For all your quality architectural needs, contact:

DUKE GRIMES
215-779-9244

dgrimes@wausautilenj.com

Architectural Pavers  |  Site Furnishings  |  Terrazzo Tile  |  Precast Terrazzo  |  Precast Concrete


