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Looking back at ALNNJ Scholarship Award Recipients

Where Are They Now?

If you’re in contact 
with any of the scholarship 
winners, please let us know.
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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Is it really the 
third quarter of 
2021 already?  
The year has 
certainly been 
flying by! The 
Architects 
League of 

Northern New Jersey has been offering 
a series of online member meetings with 
continuing education opportunities. I do 
hope you have been taking advantage 
of them to help fulfill your continuing 
education requirements. The presentation 
by Untapped New York’s Justin Rivers 
about New York City’s Crystal Palace at 
the location of what is today’s Bryant Park 
was excellent!

Not surprisingly, A’21, the AIA Conference 
on Architecture, will be virtual this year 
due to COVID-19. However, I am confident 
that this event will be both enlightening 
and educational in an interesting virtual 
format, just at Grassroots was earlier this 
year. Specific dates are June 17th, July 
8th, July 29th and August 19th. Several 
members of the League’s Board of Trust-
ees will be attending the Conference and 
I am sure other League members will be 
participating as well.

As we begin to emerge from the lengthy 
and tragic COVID-19 pandemic, the 
American Institute of Architects, AIA  
New Jersey, and the Architects League 
of Northern New Jersey are slowly and 
cautiously beginning to resume in-person 
activities and events as safely as possible. 

I would like to thank all of our members 
that took the brief online survey regarding 
our June membership meeting. Having 
your feedback and input regarding resum-
ing in-person events was important to the 
League’s Board of Trustees. We wanted 
to be certain that our members are largely 
comfortable meeting again face to face 
and that they would feel safe. By the time 
you will be reading this, we should have 
successfully held our first live in-person 
meeting at Skylands Manor on June 24.  

I am particularly grateful for all of the 
assistance from the League’s Events 
Committee and especially Luly Melarti, 
AIA for putting together what will be a 
very special and memorable meeting for 
us all.  I am sure we will all remember our 
first in-person Architects League meeting 
after the COVID-19 pandemic, for many 
years to come.

This quarter’s issue of Leagueline focuses 
on those that have been awarded schol-
arships by the League. How interesting it 
is to see where these past recipients are 
now and how far they have come on their 
journeys towards becoming architects.  
Supporting the development of emerging 
architects will always be a priority of 
the American Institute of Architects and 
the Architects League of Northern New 
Jersey. While we are on the topic of our 
scholarship awards program, I would like 
to remind you that our 21st annual ALNNJ 
Golf Classic is coming up on July 12th 
at Crystal Springs, in Hamburg, NJ. The 
funds raised from this event support the 
scholarships awarded to students aspiring 
to become architects. Please consider 
joining us for this fun and worthwhile 
event, if you can and help make a  
positive impact on the next generation  
of architects.

During the latter part of this year, the 
League will continue to schedule addi-
tional in-person events and likely some 
supplemental virtual ones. The Architects 
League of Northern New Jersey’s highly 
regarded Ted Kessler walking tours are 
scheduled to restart in the fall and AIA 
New Jersey will also hold their 2021  
Inaugural and Awards gala at Jasna  
Polana in Princeton on July 14th.

Last year’s third quarter Leagueline was 
about “Architects’ Lives in Coronavirus 
Times”.  This year I hope we are all  
experiencing “Architects’ Lives in More 
Typical Times”!  I wish you all a happy, 
healthy and prosperous summer season.

Christopher Henrickson, AIA 
ALNNJ President 2021
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Leagueline 3Q 2021 
Steve Lazarus, AIA 

Editor

As Editor of the 3Q Leagueline, it is my pleasure to present to you some of our  
past scholarship winners. The Architects League has four scholarships we award  
each year: The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award, The Albert O. Halse 
Memorial Award, The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award, and  
The Architects League Scholarship for High School Seniors.
For this edition, we invited past winners to tell us about what they are doing  
now and asked them if receiving the scholarship influenced their career path.   
Respondents were also given the opportunity to provide some images of recent  
work along with a picture of themselves. We are pleased that at least 11  
recipients responded and informed us they are working in the architectural field.
Each year our Scholarship Committee does an outstanding job in promoting  
the scholarships, following through with recipients, judging the merit of each  
application, and selecting a winner for each award.
We hope you enjoy this 3Q edition, as it allows us to become reacquainted  
with our past winners, and confirms that the ALNNJ scholarship program  
is successfully fostering our profession.

My name is Joe David. You may know me from leading  
the Kessler Walking Tours, or possibly as a former  
President of the Architects League, but what you may not 
know is that since 2016, I have served as Chair for the 
League’s Scholarship Committee. What you also may  
not know, is that our section currently offers the only  
scholarship program specifically for architecture students 
from New Jersey. And you also may not know that the 
League has been doing this for a long time- we awarded 
our first scholarship in 1955, and the program has been 
a valued part of our history ever since. In fact, two of 
our annual awards are named after our past presidents: 
Albert O. Halse, who served as President in 1955, and 
Clarence Tabor, who served as President in 1930 and 1931. 
It is this deep history, combined with a goal of rewarding 
the next generation of architects, that makes the scholar-
ship program such a valued and important tradition of the 
Architects League.
All of this would not be possible without the continuing 
support of our members and sponsors, as well as the  
proceeds from our annual ALNNJ Golf Classic. Or without 
the hard work of our committee members Chris Brand, 
Cecilia Cano and Steve Lazarus, who are always looking 
to strengthen and improve this tradition. During my time 
as Scholarship Committee Chair, we have examined 
and rethought everything about the program, and then 
reassessed these decisions again every year. We began 
an annual tradition of surveying all of the applicants, 
anonymously getting their thoughts on the submission 
process. Based on that feedback, we noticeably stream-
lined the requirements, refined the rules, coordinated 
with AIA National, rethought outreach efforts and even 
switched to an online application system, all toward a 
goal of making it even easier for talented architecture 
students to apply. We offer up to four awards a year,  
both for college and high school students, and every year 
our committee remains impressed by the level of thought 
presented in the applications and the high level of quality 
in their submitted work. It is often difficult to find potential 
applicants (a lot of New Jersey students go to college out 
of state), so we are always looking to our members to help 
us spread the word by telling any architecture students 
you know about the scholarship program and encouraging 
them to apply.
Since 2019, the Scholarship Committee has taken on a 
second annual award program: The Diane and Ben Lee 
K-12 Design Education Grant Program. This is a grant for 
an individual or group who provides design education to 
K-12 students anywhere in New Jersey. Design education 
develops critical problem solving skills and includes  
programs related to fields such as art, architecture,  
interior design, graphic design, industrial design, set  
design, fashion design or illustration. If you know of any-
one eligible for this grant, please let them know about this 
new program. The submission deadline is September 14, 
2021 and information can be found online at www.alnnj.
org or by contacting the ALNNJ Scholarship Committee  
at alnnj.applications@gmail.com

Joseph E. David, AIA 
ALNNJ Scholarship Committee Chair 
ALNNJ Community Outreach Committee Chair 
AIA-NJ K-12 Committee Co-Chair

Where Are They Now?
THE HISTORY OF ALNNJ SCHOLARSHIPS

The Architects League awarded its first academic scholarship on May 19, 1955 to Miss Joan de 
Ris of Englewood, a student at Columbia University School of Architecture. Since that time, the 
League has developed a scholarship program that includes:

The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award

The Albert O. Halse Memorial Award

The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award

The Architects League Scholarship for High School Seniors

Clarence Tabor (1891-1966) was a Charter Member of the League, served as President in 1930 
& 1931, and was recipient of the Vegliante Award in 1934.  Born in Chicago, Tabor designed 
many homes throughout the New York metropolitan area, and maintained an office at 45 Broad 
Street in Ridgewood.  He designed the Glen Rock Municipal Building and drew plans for the 
original Glen Rock Bank and All Saints Church. The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award 
is given to undergraduate students entering their fifth and final year of their undergraduate 
architectural program and is based on scholastic excellence, attitude toward the profession, 
probable success as an architect and need for financial assistance.

Albert O. Halse (1910-1978) of Hackensack, was President of the League in 1965, and was a  
Professor of Architecture at Columbia University. Halse published several books, including The 
Use of Color in Interiors and Architectural Rendering: The Techniques of Contemporary Presentation.  
The Albert O. Halse Memorial Award is given to undergraduate students for excellence in  
architectural delineation and/or architectural models. In 1988 a bequest from the estate of  
Helen Ahnemann Halse was made to the League to continue the award as a memorial scholarship.



Photo of Stacey Ruhle and ALNNJ Scholarship Committee 
Chairman Robert Paul Weissner, AIA, in 1991 

I was introduced to the Architects League of 
Northern NJ through the advertisement of these 
scholarships at my University and joined immedi-
ately upon my graduation in 1993. 

Since then I’ve served on many committees and 
risen through the ranks to serve as President 
in 2006, the same year that I won the Anton 
L. Vegliante Award. I’m registered to practice 
Architecture in New Jersey and New York and 
own my own practice, SRK Architects, LLC.  

I credit my 28 year AIA membership and service 
to the profession to having been the recipient of 
the Architects League Scholarships. 

I describe many of my decisions this past year as the last  
thing I ever thought I’d do, but the best thing I ever did. It 
started as a joke: “If school goes fully virtual in the fall, I’m 
moving to Greece.” Seven months of quarantine in New 
Jersey had me eager to exit not only my time zone, but also 
my comfort zone. This spontaneous move was also prompted 
by the opportunity to continue training for fencing; having 
obtained dual citizenship my freshman year of high school,  
I’m a “double” athlete, competing both for Greece and as 
Captain of Columbia University’s Fencing Team.
As different as fencing and architecture may seem, something 
hit me during a recent training session (aside from my coach’s 
saber) that confirmed what drew me to the niche sport 
and profession: both fencing and architecture are ways of 
thinking. Often characterized as physical chess, fencing is a 
psychological sport, where strategy translates into action in 
milliseconds. Similarly, architecture involves the materializa-
tion of abstract thinking and symbolism into structure. Both 
the beauty and the burden of the two is that as calculated  
as they seem, they are highly spontaneous.
Although this experience tested my architectural trajectory 
in ways I could never have anticipated, it taught me that if 
something doesn’t challenge you, it won’t change you. I truly 
believe that the pandemic was the most productive period 
of my life. This momentum was kickstarted in June of 2020, 
with the honor of receiving the Architects League Scholastic 
Achievement Award, an accolade which sparked the mental 
adaptations that propelled me through this journey. The 
scholarship marked my first encounter conveying architectural 
work fully virtually, and although initially hesitant, I soon 
understood the potency of not only a diverse portfolio, but 
also a diverse means of presenting it.
Nothing embodied the spontaneity of architecture more than 
this past year, and as tasking as it was, I am confident that 
we will emerge stronger, more resilient, and more equipped 
designers and thinkers as a result of it. Architecture is a  
symbolic science, and as I embark on the next step of my  
career, I vow to allow for scheduled spontaneity in the process.  
Never did I think I would be collecting egg cartons and saving 
plastic coffee cups to construct my studio models - yet again, 
this year was defined by the last things I ever thought I’d do, 
but the best things I ever did.

STACEY RUHLE KLIESCH

The Albert O. Halse Memorial Award – 1991  
The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award – 1992  

ANIKA TSAPATSARIS

The Architects League  
Scholastic Achievement Award – 2020

  

JOAN DE RIS ALLEN 

First ALNNJ Scholarship Recipient

In 1954, the Architects League of Northern 
New Jersey began discussion regarding the 
sponsoring of a scholarship in architecture. Miss 
Joan de Ris, a Columbia University student from 
Englewood, was awarded the League’s first 
scholarship in 1955.  She became active in the 
Camphill Movement, a worldwide social initiative 
that creates communities designed to include 
people with and without intellectual disabilities.  
In 1969, Joan de Ris Allen formed Camphill 
Architects, and co-authored several books with 
her husband, Paul Allen, including Living Buildings 
and The Time is at Hand.  
In her later years, Mrs. Allen resided at Camphill 
Ghent in upstate New York, a residential commu-
nity for elders, which she helped design.  In 2015, 
she received the Camphill Lifetime Achievement 
Award in recognition for her years of dedication, 
service and outstanding support of the Camphill 
Mission. Camphill noted, “A hallmark of Joan’s 
life is her pioneering spirit… a one-woman 
architect among many men. Joan could easily 
commiserate and plan while at the same time 
enthusing fine work and good social camaraderie 
– she has inspired and helped wherever she lived 
and worked.” 
Mrs. Allen was briefly featured in the 1Q 2015 
issue of Leagueline, which focused on the history 
of ALNNJ.  The League contacted Camphill, and a 
copy was provided to her.
Joan de Ris Allen passed away at Camphill 
Village Kimberton Hills on August 3, 2015, at the 
age of 84.
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The scholarship helped me finance a portion  
of my college tuition and allowed me to focus  
on what was important, my education. Most  
importantly, I was able to put that money 
towards my semester abroad in China. 
After Graduating from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in 2014 with a bachelor’s degree in 
architecture, Anthony Policastro went on to 
further his career in Manhattan and the rest of 
the five boroughs. Additionally, in that time, he 
has been able to garner architectural licenses 
in New York, New Jersey, and most recently 
Vermont. He has been able to work with (and 
for) many world-renowned architectural and  
engineering firms including but not limited to 
SHoP, KPF, and SOM. For the past six-years, 
Anthony has worked for AECOM Tishman and 
Brookfield Properties at Manhattan West. His 
focus in that time has been geared towards 
erecting One Manhattan West and now focusing  
on Two Manhattan West. As stated by Kim Van 
Holsbeke of SOM in this year’s May issue of 
Architectural Record:
One Manhattan West was conceived as the 
centerpiece of the new neighborhood, along with 
Two Manhattan West, a slightly shorter office 
building at 912 feet tall and 60 floors, still under 
construction. Like its sibling, the second tower 
will have a tight glass skin and one tapering and 
bowing face, but the angled facade will be its 
north elevation instead of the east one. Together, 
the pair will mark either side of the events plaza, 
which sits directly across the street from the 
new Moynihan Train Hall. The towers make an 
“ensemble” and are “in dialogue,”

ANDREW LEWIS

The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award – 2007

Andrew was elated to receive the 2007 Scholastic Achievement Award from the Architects League. The 
honor of receiving the award was welcome recognition that the path through college was worth it and the 
financial assistance was very helpful for a self-funded student working 20+ hours a week while enrolled in  
an architectural curriculum.
Since graduating, Andrew has taken great pride in obtaining his architectural license and in continuing to  
pursue a career that is immensely challenging and rewarding, both professionally and personally. An Associate  
Principal at NK Architects, Andrew enjoys collaborating with teams to design great spaces, while also having 
a passion for the people-side of the business, regularly focusing on client management as well as the design 
of operational systems.
Recent examples of projects that Andrew is particularly proud of contributing to include William Paterson 
University’s Hunziker Hall renovations and additions, and three new buildings for Kean University: Liberty Hall 
Academic Center, Hynes Hall School of Business & Public Management, and the Skylands Academic Building.
Andrew and his wife, Olivia, recently moved to Philadelphia where Andrew is leading NK’s expansion into the 
city. He and Olivia are the new owners of a 150-year-old brownstone which they are lovingly restoring.

MICHAEL MIDDLETON

The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award – 2012 
The Albert O. Halse Memorial Award – 2011 

The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award – 2010

Michael Middleton, a resident of Fairfield, was fortunate enough to be granted each of Architects League College 
Scholarships receiving The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award in 2010, The Albert O. Halse Memorial  
Award in 2011, and The Clarence Tabor Memorial Scholarship Award in 2012. Since that time, Michael graduated with 
a Bachelor of Architecture and a Bachelor of Arts in History from the New Jersey Institute of Technology in 2013.  
To further his passion for history and architecture, Michael pursued a Masters of Science in Historic Preservation  
at Columbia University from which he graduated in 2015. While at Columbia, Michael was part of a special joint  
studio of preservationists and architects which worked with the Norwegian Government to help reimagine the 
historic Regjeringskvartalet (government quarter) in Oslo. Michael is currently working as a Junior Preservation 
Architect at Li/Saltzman Architects, P.C. in New York City, a full-service architectural firm with expertise in historic 
preservation, rehabilitation, adaptive use, and new construction in the context of historic settings. At Li/Saltzman 
Architects, he is responsible for archival research, documentation and assessment of existing conditions, report 
preparation, design and construction documents, and construction administration. Michael serves as the project 
manager for the restoration of several historically significant and individually designated New York City Landmarks  
including the Church of St. Luke and St. Matthew in Clinton Hill, Brooklyn, the Highbridge Water Tower in Washington  
Heights, and the Rectory of the Holy Trinity Church on the Upper East Side. Michael is currently working towards 
licensure in New York and New Jersey and hopes to complete his Architect Registration Examinations by the Fall of 
this year. In his personal life, Michael is an avid collector of rare architectural pattern books and treatises published 
between the 16th and 19th centuries. He was elected a member of the Grolier Club, the nation’s oldest bibliophilic 
society, in 2017.

ANTHONY POLICASTRO

The Architects League  
Scholastic Achievement Award – 2011
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Currently, a graduate student at Princeton University, 
I have just concluded my first year, where I have had 
the opportunity to advance my approach to design and 
continue to explore the potential for digital fabrication. 
In the classroom, I have had the chance to take two 
architectural design studios. In the fall of 2020, my 
studio was taught by the NYC-based office SO-IL, 
under the instruction of Florian Idenburg and Jing Liu. 
I explored what Princeton University’s campus could 
look like if we choose to live in the fields that grew our 
food. My proposal became a superimposed surface 
over the entire campus. This new surface condition,  
infilled between, around, and within every building on 
campus creating over 100 acres of fruit fields that grew 
from each dorm.
In the spring of 2021, the design studio was under the  
instruction of Professor Stan Allen. Through this studio, 
I proposed the addition of a new pollinator research lab 
to Princeton’s campus. This lab reclaimed an existing 
parking lot and strived to push back on how tightly we 
need to enclose a space to be inhabited. This was done 
through an expansive roof that protected three discrete 
structures, each of which had large operable garage 
doors or sliding glass walls that would open up  
interior spaces on warmer days.
Finally, over the past year, I have had the opportunity  
to work as a member of the c.r.e.A.t.e lab under Dr. 
Stefana Parascho, where I continue to explore the 
potential that digital fabrication and computational  
design can offer architects. Through this experience,  
I am learning to combine the strength and precision of 
these machines with the skills and dexterity of humans.
As I look forward to my final year at Princeton  
University, I am excited to embark on a year-long thesis 
project, where I plan to push and explore many of the  
ideas I laid out above. After graduation I look forward 
to joining many of you, my future peers and colleagues 
in the office, the job site, and the Architects League’s 
annual dinners. With these goals in mind, I continue to 
strive to push my work and ideas so one day I can see 
them built.

DANIEL ADOMILLI

The Architects League  
Scholastic Achievement Award – 2017

My name is Daniel Adomilli, and I received The 2017  
Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award before my 
third year of Architecture School at Rensselaer Polytechnic  
Institute (RPI) in Troy, NY. During the remainder of my 
time at RPI, I studied abroad in Rome for a semester, grew 
heavily involved in my service fraternity, Alpha Phi Omega, 
and spent much time devoted to developing my portfolio, 
pushing through my last semester in the beginning of the 
pandemic. Pushing through virtual school, I developed my 
thesis project to its fullest potential in the time allotted. 
What looks like a simple figure ground drawing was actually 
the basis for my final project, a hypothetical subliminal map 
for refugees to traverse the DMZ. After a virtual presentation  
of the project and a YouTube graduation, I was finally on the 
other side and in the real world.

The real world wasn’t ready for graduates in need of jobs. 
Having not been sure of my path post-graduation, I was 
hoping to get into the workforce as soon as possible and 
then make my decision later. Instead, I spent a few months 
working at The Home Depot, tangentially related to my field 
and piquing my interest day after day, making me eager to 
get out there more. Then an opportunity came along to do 
field work for a few months for Schmidt Surveying, collect-
ing data that would be compiled into land surveys. Again, 
experiencing part of the field I’d spent the last five years in 
school for, but it still wasn’t enough.

Now I work for Wells Architecture in Park Ridge under 
architects Peter & Phil Wells and I learn something new 
every day. I don’t anticipate job-hopping as frequently as 
I have the last year, but we’ll see where this new journey 
takes me. 

MICHELLE KLEVA 

The Architects League  
Scholastic Achievement Award – 2014

The Architects League Scholastic Achievement Award–2014 
for Scholastic Excellence in Architectural Design seems like 
so long ago, but it was definitely a significant turning point in 
my architectural growth. The following year I started my first 
ever internship at a transportation design firm, Sowinski  
Sullivan Architecture+Engineering in Sparta, NJ. Well balanced  
time in academia and professional practice has fueled and 
tailored my conceptual thinking and attention to detail in 
everything I pursue. 

My submissions to scholarships/competitions did not end 
with the ALNNJ 2014 Award - during the fifth year of my 
Bachelor’s degree my studio partner and I placed nationally 
in the AIA 2018 COTE Top Ten for Students: Innovation 2030 
Competition. The COTE® Top Ten awards are the industry’s  
best-known awards program for sustainable design 
excellence. Our submission earned us a spot at the 2018 
National Annual AIA Convention in NYC at the Javits Center, 
as well as an internship at any leading Sustainability firm in 
the country. As a result, I spent my summer at HDR in NYC 
with the dedicated Sustainability Team. In addition to the 
technical support, 25% of my time was spent doing Research 
& Development on Regenerative Design. As an experience,  
it was more valuable than words could describe. 

Come Fall 2018, I decided to return to and accept a full-
time position at Sowinski Sullivan where I currently work 
as a Project Designer. My work here has exposed me to 
mass-transit oriented project development on various  
contract types with multiple transportation agencies.  
Company leaders also rely on me for graphic and conceptually  
driven deliverables specifically because of my passion and 
strengths in graphic communications. More recently, this 
past year I have become a certified LEED Green Associate, 
and I am currently pursuing my LEED AP in BD+C. 

Overall, my pathway in the industry was undoubtedly shaped 
by my pursuits in scholarship and competition submissions, 
making me a better learner, designer, and communicator. I 
would advise any young designer or student to push them-
selves into these types of programs. 

More of my work can be viewed at this safe link: https://
issuu.com/michellekleva 

If you scroll down this article to “Pier 55-South Philadelphia  
Community Center” you can view our competition submission:  
https://www.acsa-arch.org/competitions

JOHN MIKESH

The Clarence Tabor Memorial  
Scholarship Award – 2020
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My name is Risako Arcari and I was the recipient of The Architects League Scholarship  
for High School Seniors back in 2016.

I just graduated from the Irwin S. Chanin School of Architecture at the Cooper Union 
with a Bachelor of Architecture degree and received the George Leslie Fund Annual 
Prize, which recognizes a graduating student selected by the Dean. While at Cooper 
Union, I honed my model making skills and was contacted by MoMa to fabricate a 
model that is to be exhibited at the Modern Architecture in South Asia: The Project  
of Decolonization (1947–1985) exhibit in 2022. I am about to start freelancing for a 
design firm in Brooklyn which includes a fabrication shop, where they produce many 
components of their designs. I have been fortunate enough over the past couple of 
years to have traveled to Europe and Asia and look forward to continuing to travel  
after the pandemic is over. 

Every semester of architecture school at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) brought unique challenges. In the middle  
of each, I questioned whether I was going to be able to succeed while facing pressing deadlines, piecing together intricate 
models, studying for major exams, and writing essays. Now, almost 10 years after receiving The Architects League Schol-
arship for High School Seniors in 2012, I am proud to say I am a licensed architect in both NJ and NY, have recently started 
my own business, GE Architecture and Design LLC, and am fortunate to have had 6 years of experience at ENV Architects in 
NYC. My work experience spans across mostly commercial interiors, multi-dwelling residential buildings, and single-family 
homes. Receiving the Achievement Award in 2012 gave me the confidence to keep working towards those deadlines and 
overcoming the challenges that I faced, knowing that I had the passion and core architectural skills needed to succeed. 
Thank you to the Architects League of Northern NJ and the AIA NJ for giving me the opportunity to persevere  
in achieving my goals and to now share my work with a broad platform of fellow architects. May we all continue to confront  
the conflicts we face with confidence, clarity, and of course, aesthetic design.

Being a two time recipient of the Albert O. Halse award  
has not only allowed me to further my education to get 
my accredited degree, but also study abroad in Rome. 
Receiving this award from the ALNNJ has encouraged me 
to push my ideas and my work further both academically 
and personally. As of May 15th, I have graduated from 
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, Magna Cum 
Laude, with my Bachelor’s of Architecture degree. At grad-
uation, I was awarded for both my academic performance 
and my thesis project, in which I studied the architecture of 
women’s prisons and the effects on those incarcerated, in 
consultation with my professor, criminal justice professors, 
social workers and professional architects. I am now work-
ing at Arcari + Iovino Architects, continuing to earn my AXP 
hours and prepare for the AREs, to ultimately get licensed.

CHRISTINA KAVANAGH

The Albert O. Halse Memorial Award – 2020

RISAKO ARCARI

The Architects League Scholarship for High School Seniors – 2016

GINA ABBALE

The Architects League Scholarship for High School Seniors – 2012

74 East 30th Street, Paterson NJ, 07514 
t 973.684.5945 f 973.684.2775

info@acereprographics.com www.acereprographics.com

Vista Apartments | Fitchburg, WI | Custom Precast Concrete & Architectural Pavers

Aksarben Village Plaza | Omaha, NE | Site FurnishingsMesa Modern | Palm Springs, CA | Terrazzo Tile

For all your quality architectural needs, contact:

DUKE GRIMES
215-779-9244

dgrimes@wausautilenj.com

Architectural Pavers  |  Site Furnishings  |  Terrazzo Tile  |  Precast Terrazzo  |  Precast Concrete
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7 Park Avenue, Montclair, NJ 07042PROFESSIONAL 
ENGINEERS

Bringing Structural 
Innovation & 
Excellence to  
your Building Projects

 Structural Analysis & Design
 Condition Assessment Reports
 Historical Preservation
 Renovations & Additions
 Peer Review  Feasibility Studies
 Value Engineering  Restoration of  
 MEP Services    Existing Structures

7 Park Street, Montclair, NJ 07042 
www.ksi-pe.com  P: 973.577.7739

Expand your design horizons
Learn more at CertainTeed.com/Ceilings

DOWNLOAD CAD FILES
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©2019 Benjamin Moore & Co. Benjamin Moore, Notable, and the  triangle “M” symbol are  registered trademarks licensed to Benjamin Moore & Co.

Printed rendition. Not actual product.

Notable® is available in white, for the classic 
whiteboard look, or clear, letting you transform 
virtually any pre-existing base color.

GREAT IDEAS CAN 
SURFACE ANYWHERE.

DRY ERASE PAINT

For more information, contact your Benjamin Moore® representative: 

Diana Rattazzi  •  914.261.8603  •  diana.rattazzi@benjaminmoore.com 
benjaminmoore.com/notable

Diane van Horn
Architectural Territory Manager

dianevanhorn@loewen.com
973-943-2464

L O E W E N . C O M

The leading manufacturer of premium
windows and doors for the luxury
architectural market.
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EventsLeagueline 
Member News & Events

Upcoming events and meetings for the ALNNJ are in the works, 

however, dates are unclear as of press time. Please check your email 

for up-to-the-minute information, or visit www.alnnj.org

Online April 2021 Member Meeting
The Architects League of Northern New Jersey’s 
April 15th membership meeting featured an online 
presentation provided by Untapped New York, “The 
Lost Crystal Palace of NYC’s First World’s Fair”.  Writer 
and interpretive historian, Justin Rivers, explored the 
fascinating story of its construction, sharing tales of its 
marvelous debut at the World’s Fair, and examining the 
theories of what brought about the building’s demise.  
Rivers outlined the architectural inspiration behind 
New York’s Crystal Palace along with the greater 
aspirations the world had for rapidly building grand 
structures using iron and glass, and why it would never 
quite work. The architects’ innovation to work within 
the imposed confines would set the tone for all New 
York architecture to follow. Other grand New York City 
structures went on to directly and indirectly mimic the 
original Crystal Palace design creating a long legacy of 
buildings that would become synonymous with New 
York City architecture.

Online March 2021 Member Meeting - Flow Green Film Festival 
On Thursday, March 25, the Architects League of Northern New Jersey once again 
teamed up with FLOW, the Environmental Committee of Franklin Lakes, Oakland and 
Wyckoff for our annual film festival night. Featured were three films from the AIA 
Film Challenge:
LifeEdited Maui: Small Wonder
This presentation is a model for how we can innovate to live in the future. It allows 
a family to live a big, happy, modern, convenient off-grid life in a 1,000 square foot 
home that functions like one twice its size. 
Resiliency +
This short film focuses on redesigning for environmental resiliency after Superstorm 
Sandy by not only helping prevent future devastation but also by improving the daily 
lives and safety of its citizens. 
Learning Organisms, Floral Collectives
The 2019 AIA Film Challenge Audience Award winner, this film explores a new para-
digm that makes resiliency and sustainability the soul of tomorrow’s city and home.
A panel discussion followed the screenings, led by ALNNJ President-Elect Ryan 
Moran, AIA, and included David Sellers, Principal of Hawaii Offgrid Architectural and 
Engineering, Hana Kassem, Principal at Kohn Pederson Fox, and ALNNJ member JR 
Frank, AIA, of the FLOW Environmental Committee. Kudos to all for another stellar 
event, which was recorded to be featured on the ALNNJ YouTube channel.  

New Members

ALNNJ is pleased to welcome  
the following New Members:

Daniel P. Adomilli, Associate AIA 
Breta D. Bishop, Associate AIA 
Megan Craven, Associate AIA 
Eric Hanson, Associate AIA 
John M. Kearney, Jr., Associate AIA
Zlatan Klimenta, Associate AIA 
Ayesha Mohammed, Associate AIA 
Savitha S. Nayak, AIA  
Ajin Ryu, Associate AIA 
Revathi Selvaraj, Associate AIA 
Jinali Shah, Associate AIA 

New Allied Member:
Chris Zucchi, Victor Zucchi & Son

The Architects League looks forward  
to your involvement and participation.  
Please introduce yourself at the next  
live meeting or event.

DMR is celebrating their  
30th anniversary

Past recorded ALNNJ Presentations, are now  
available on our YouTube Channel

The Lost Crystal Palace of New York City’s First World’s Fair 
by Justin Rivers from Untapped New York, Recorded April 
15, 2021

The Architects League at the FLOW Green Film Festival 
Panel Discussion featuring David Sellers and Hana Kassem, 
Recorded March 25, 2021

Powerful Partnerships in Architecture and Design by 
Jeannie Fulton, Recorded December 17, 2020

2020 ALNNJ Arthur Davis Lecture: The 1968 Columbia 
Student Protests: Historical and Personal Perspectives by 
Angus Johnston Recorded November 19, 2020

The New York You Didn’t Know by Tom Keating Recorded 
October 22, 2020

Go to our YouTube Channel and subscribe for additional 
future content at https://bit.ly/3bnb0CW

Online May 2021 Member Meeting
On Thursday, May 20, the Architects League Member Meeting featured the online 
program “Architectural and Decorative Aesthetics with LED Lighting Technology”, 
presented by Joey Buchwald from Diversified New Jersey and Damon Wood from 
OCL Architectural Lighting.  Although light-emitting diode (LED) systems have  
become the preferred light source primarily due to their lower power consumption 
and extremely long life, LED systems offer many advantages for improving architectural  
aesthetics.  The one-hour course reviewed the characteristics of LED systems  
that—when properly specified—can improve both fixture and space aesthetics. 
In addition, the program offered guidance for properly specifying LED products in 
order to overcome potential shortcomings of LED systems.

Diversified New Jersey, the leading lighting representative of Northern New Jersey, 
provides specifiers, contractors, distributors, and building owners with best-in-class 
products and services for their lighting and control needs. 

OCL Architectural Lighting, a lighting manufacturer, leads the industry in pioneering 
new ways to harness the potential of LED technology in creating beautiful luminous 
forms while minimizing energy waste. Energy efficiency and architectural beauty can 
co-exist using OCL solutions. 

I N  M E M O R I A M 

Lawrence H. Skott, AIA, age 69, of  
Wyckoff, passed away on Saturday, 
April 3, 2021. Beloved husband of 
Monica, devoted father of Ryan 
and Erik, and adored grandfather 
of Devyn, Larry was an architect 
with Poskanzer Skott Architects in 
Ridgewood. Projects include the 
Ridge School, Ridgewood Savings 
Bank of New Jersey, Allendale 
Park, Mahwah Corporate Center, 
Allendale Corporate Center and the 
Newport Office Centers. He was a 
former chair of the Wyckoff Archi-
tectural Review Board and served on 
the Construction Board of Appeals in 
Ridgewood.
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Automania 
examples of innovation and 
social transformation.
July 4, 2021 – January 2, 2022 
moma.org

Alice Neel: 
People Come First
thru August 1, 2021 
moma.org

ALNNJ Annual Golf 
Classic 
Monday, July 12th 2021 
Crystal Springs Golf Course
Updates and info  
alnnj.org

Discover more about the iconic 
building, its remarkable history, 
and its architect, Marcel Breuer, 
in this podcast-style tour.
https://www.metmuseum.org/
visit/audio-guide/the-met-breuer.

Visit New York City’s  
newest park - Little Island 
13th Street and the Hudson 
River. Designed by Thomas 
Heatherwick and Signe 
Nielson of the landscape 
architecture firm MNLA.

AIA-NJ 2021 Inaugural 
and Awards Gala
Wednesday, July 14, 2021
6:00 PM to 11:00 PM
Jasna Polana, Princeton, NJ

REGISTER: https://myconex-
sys.com/EventRegistration/
Website?regid=894&e-
Code=AIADIN21 

A New Look at  
Old Masters 
thru Spring 2022 
met.org

Philadelphia Art Museum 
New spaces and galeries by 
Frank Gehry
pam.org 

Cezanne Drawings 
June 6  thru Sept 25, 2022 
moma.org

July Meeting
July Membership Meeting
Watch for email notification 

August  Meeting
August Membership Meeting 
Watch for email notification 

September  Meeting
September Membership Meeting

Watch for email notification

Community Artist Gustav Rosenlof 
Gustav spent his early childhood in Finland. His family 
moved to the United States when he was ten years 
old and settled in New York City. He was drawn to 
art at an early age.  In grade school he would often 
be found drawing cartoon figures and he saw every 
verbal or written report as an opportunity to make an 
art project.

While attending the High School of Music and Art, 
Gustav became interested in the Mobiles of Alexander 
Calder and received several awards for his painting 
and was honored with a scholarship to the Brooklyn 
Museum Art School. He graduated from The Cooper 
Union with a degree in Architecture.

After a career in Architecture, Gustav has, for the last 
two decades, been concentrating on his Mobiles and 
Watercolors. He has studied watercolor at The Cooper 
Union and at the National Academy Art School and he 
has developed a unique style of Mobiles, which often 
reflect his architectural background.

Gustav had a large exhibit of thirty watercolors at the 
Salmagundi Club in New York City and a solo show of 
the Mobiles at the Monmouth Museum.  Individual 
pieces have often been shown in tri-state area juried 
exhibitions, including the Montclair Museum and  
often at Monmouth Museum.

His Blog at  http://rosenlof.blogspot.com  has his 
latest paintings, videos and link to the preview/sales 
gallery of his books.

AIA Conference on Architecture
A’21 brings together leaders in architecture and 
beyond for a four-day, immersive digital experience 
that defines the year ahead. It’s the architecture and 
design event of the year!  50+ Sessions.
Thursday, June 17  Thriving in a competitive business 
climate is difficult, even in the best economy. Our June 
17 lineup—from keynotes to seminars, demos, and 
activities—will help your firm succeed.
Thursday, July 8  Buildings are responsible for 40% 
of the world’s carbon emissions. Our July 8 program is 
devoted to showing you how to add sustainable design 
to your firm’s portfolio. 
Thursday, July 29  Communities prosper when 
architects are involved, but barriers remain to individual 
agency and action. Our July 29 program focuses on 
helping you become an agent of change. 
Thursday, August 19  Climate change highlights the 
need for drastically reducing our carbon emissions. Our 
August 19 program showcases innovations that are 
changing firms’ work and the AEC industry.
conferenceonarchitecture.com

A’21 Conference

New Date
2021 ALNNJ/N&S 
Architects Trade Show 
Marriott Glenpointe 
Thursday 
September 23, 2021

Know a Community Artist you would like to share with  
our members? Please email information to aiovino@ 
aiarchs.com

Interested in joining 
our Leagueline 
team? We’re looking 
for new members to 
share enthusiasm 
for our profession. 
Please contact 
psbryan@ 
warwick.net

VIRTUAL

THE-MET-BREUER

TRADE  
SHOW
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Leagueline
The Architects League  
of Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 152 
Paramus, NJ 07653-0152

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS &  DESIGN OF 
ALL SIZES & TYPES OF 

STRUCTURES & MATERIALS 
 

FOUNDATIONS, RETAINING WALLS,  
GEOSTRUCTURAL 

 
PARKING GARAGE REHABILITATION & 

DESIGN 
 

FORENSIC INVESTIGATIONS, REPORTS, 
REPAIRS & TESTIMONY 

 
NJ, NY, CT, PA & 24 ADDITIONAL STATES 

115 ROUTE 46, SUITE C23 

MOUNTAIN LAKES, NJ 07046 

973-771-6970 

WWW.STRUCTURALWORKSHOP.COM 

INFO@STRUCTURALWORKSHOP.COM 

Thank you to our continuing sponsors.

We welcome new sponsors and offer the opportunity  
to reach over 500 local architects with your products 
and services in every issue of Leagueline.

Leagueline
The Architects League of Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 152, Paramus, NJ 07653-0152

faywlogan.aia@gmail.com

Architects League of Northern New Jersey Annual Golf Classic 
Monday, July 12th 2021  Crystal Springs Golf Course
Updates and info at alnnj.org

TRADE SHOW
Once again, in-person 
this September
2021 ALNNJ/N&S 
Architects Trade Show 
Marriott Glenpointe 
Thursday 

September 23, 2021

Join us!


